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Bethel Congregational UCC is a church  
that does God’s work in the world,  

nurtures spiritual growth,  
and helps to build a loving community.

Bethel is an Open and Affirming Congregation

22nd Sunday after Pentecost • October 24, 2021

Bethel Congregational Church
United Church of  Christ

Ontario, California

Rev. Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann, Pastor

Centering Words (Psalm 34):  
Taste and see that the Lord is good. God’s steadfast love endures forever.

Sermon: “Reconciling Vision”  
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g Worship of God in Word & Sacrament  h
Prelude Music Music for Preparation Sandy Gunn, keyboard
Call to Worship (Jeremiah 31: 7-9)

One: Sing aloud with gladness:
Many: God is gathering the people!
One: From the farthest parts of the earth we come:
Many: All who struggle; all who labor with new life!
One: Those who are weeping, God will console;
Many: Those who get lost find a clear path home.
One: Let us worship the God who gathers us!

Opening Prayer, Unison (Psalm 91:9-16; Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c)
Ever-calling God, we give thanks that you have gathered us into your church and graced us  
with your faithful presence. We ponder our history, ancient and still developing, and marvel 
at the many expressions of your church. Grant us the vision to be a part of this new moment in 
your Church that will bring ever more joy and justice to the world. Continue to gather us, the 
diverse lot of us, into Jesus’ vision and dream that your faithful people may be one in you. Amen

*Gathering Hymn  Open My Eyes, That I May See 
1. Open my eyes, that I may see

glimpses of truth thou hast for me;
place in my hands the wonderful key
that shall unclasp and set me free.
Silently now I wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

2. Open my ears, that I may hear
voices of truth thou sendest clear;
and while the wavenotes fall on my ear,
everything false will disappear.
Silently now I wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!

Passing the Peace: Christ gives us the great commandment to love God and love our 
neighbor. In the name of Christ, I invite you to share peace and love with your neighbor. 

Welcome /Announcements

* Please stand as you are able

3. Open my mouth, and let me bear
gladly the warm truth everywhere;
open my heart and let me prepare
love with thy children thus to share.
Silently now I wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit 
divine!
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Special Music Servant Song in memoriam, Maestro Frank Fetta
 by Richard Gillard & Betty Pulkingham 

Haqumai Waring Sharp, tenor & Frank Fetta, piano 
Will you let me be your servant? Let me be as Christ to you. 
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too.
 We are pilgrims on a journey. We are travelers on a road. 
We are here to help each other walk the mile and bare the load.
 I will hold the Christ light for you in the nighttime of your fear. 
I will hold my hand out to you. Speak the peace you long to hear. 
 I will weep when you are weeping. When you laugh, I’ll laugh with you. 
I will share your joy and sorrow til we see this journey through. 
 When we sing to God in heaven, we shall find such harmony.
Born of all we’ve known together of Christ’s love and agony.

Children’s Time Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind Saddleback Kids
(used with permission)

*Gloria 
Glory to the Creator
The Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be
World without end, Amen, Amen.

Scripture Readings:
Job 38:1-7, (34-41)   Christopher Morales
Job answered the Lord:
I know you can do anything; no plan of yours can be opposed successfully.
You said, “Who is this darkening counsel without knowledge?” I have indeed spoken about things I didn’t 
understand, wonders beyond my comprehension.
You said, “Listen and I will speak; I will question you and you will inform me.”
My ears had heard about you, but now my eyes have seen you.
Therefore, I relent and find comfort on dust and ashes.
Then the Lord changed Job’s fortune when he prayed for his friends, and the Lord doubled all Job’s earlier 
possessions. All his brothers, sisters, and acquaintances came to him and ate food with him in his house. They 
comforted and consoled him concerning all the disaster the Lord had brought on him, and each one gave 
him a qesitah[a] and a gold ring. Then the Lord blessed Job’s latter days more than his former ones. He had 
fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, one thousand yoke of oxen, and one thousand female donkeys. 
He also had seven sons and three daughters. He named one Jemimah, a second Keziah, and the third Keren-
happuch. No women in all the land were as beautiful as Job’s daughters; and their father gave an inheritance to 
them along with their brothers. After this, Job lived 140 years and saw four generations of his children. Then 
Job died, old and satisfied.
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Psalm 34:1–8; 19–22 (NRSV)  Benigna Espinoza
I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be glad.
O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together.
I sought the LORD, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears.
Look to him, and be radiant; so your faces shall never be ashamed.
This poor soul cried, and was heard by the LORD, and was saved from every trouble.
The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them.
O taste and see that the LORD is good; happy are those who take refuge in him.
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD rescues them from them all. He keeps all their bones; 
not one of them will be broken. Evil brings death to the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will be 
condemned. The LORD redeems the life of his servants; none of those who take refuge in him will  
be condemned.

Mark 10:46–52 (NRSV)  Dr. Mann
They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of 
Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began 
to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he 
cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.”  
And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” So throwing off his cloak, 
he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man 
said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately 
he regained his sight and followed him on the way.

Sermon   “Reconciling Vision” Rev. Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann

Hymn of Response Wounded World that Cries for Healing
1 Wounded world that cries for healing -

here we hold each other’s pain,
wounded systems, bruised and bleeding 
bear the load, the scars of strain; 
dollars ration out compassion,
hard decisions rule the day,
Jesus of the healing Spirit,
free us to another way!

2 Through our nation’s spent frustration,
through the corridors of stress
may there move a kindlier wisdom
all my feel, and all may bless;
tax and tithe are for a purpose
shared to shield the poor and weak;
past the symptoms of our sickness
let the voice of justice speak.

3 Honor those whose loving spirit
nurses hope, restores and heals,
towel and basin used in service
like the Christ who comes and kneels;
in the tending, in the mending
may we see the right and fair,
in our common quest for wholeness
heal each other by our care. 
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Prayer of Response, Unison
One: When we want to be a church open to your transforming love, yet cling to comfortable ways:
Many: Jesus, Heir of David, have mercy on us!
One: When we want to honor your “still speaking voice”, but are fearful of insights which  

challenge old assumptions:
Many: Jesus, Heir of David, have mercy on us!
One: When we want to live into Jesus’ dream of oneness, but fail to listen to voices of difference:
Many: Jesus, Heir of David, have mercy on us!
One: Take heart, get up; Jesus is calling to us!
Many: We trust in the one who has guided the church for two millennia. continued, p6
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One: Through Christ, God forgives us our failings, and continues to call us into a community  
of mutual love and forgiveness.

Many: Let us continue celebrate this mercy of God by always greeting each other with a sign  
of Christ’s peace.

Prayers of the People 

Silent Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer, Unison
Our Father, Who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

Invitation to the Offering Pastor Sylvia
Jesus came not to be served but to serve. Let us follow this example and share our gifts so that we may also 
experience the joys and challenges of serving.

Our Weekly average offering is about $125. Last week’s offering was: $309.01. Our Neighbors 
in Need Offering to date is $157.50. (THANK YOU!) The “Weekly” budget needed to meet our 
expenses without having to draw down investment capital is $1,226. 
If you wish to give to specific ministries or projects, indicate that in the message area or email us 
(info@BethelUCCOntario.org) or message us through Facebook. 
Giving Options: 
In person – As we are not yet “passing the plate”, you may leave your offering in the offering plate 
at the front of the sanctuary, or the one at the usher’s table in the rear.

Other Options - Give online at www.betheluccontario.org
Use ZELLE to transfer directly from the bank (our identifying  
email is info@betheluccontario.org )
MAIL – to 536 N Euclid Ave Ontario CA 91762
TEXT  “ give “ to (833) 364-0261 or       Scan the QR Code   >>>
QR Code – Scan the code to send your offering to us through PayPal

Offering Dedication Prayer, Unison
Transform our lives, O God, and let these gifts change the world into which we send them. 
Take them and multiply them to be a blessing of justice and peace in the world you love! Amen

*Singing into Mission Victory in Jesus 
continued, back page
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Bethel Congregational Church, UCC
536 N. Euclid Ave, Ontario, California 91762

www.betheluccontario.org | info@betheluccontario.org
www.facebook.com/BethelOntario 

909-984-9111 

Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann, Pastor & Minister of  Music ..................... drmann@betheluccontario.org 
*All music licensed and used by permission (CCLI, One License, Artist Permission, PD)

*Singing into Mission Victory in Jesus
1. I heard an old old story, how a Savior came from glory

How He gave His life on Calvary, to save a wretch like me
I heard about His groaning, of His precious blood’s atoning
Then I repented of my sins And won the victory
Chorus: O victory in Jesus, my Savior forever
He sought me and bought me, with His redeeming blood
He loved me ere I knew Him, and all my love is due Him
He plunged me to victory, beneath the cleansing flood

2. I heard about His healing, of His cleansing pow’r revealing
How He made the lame to walk again, and caused the blind to see
And then I cried dear Jesus, come and heal my broken spirit
And somehow Jesus came and brought, to me the victory

Benediction, Unison
Darkness has been banished. Sight has been restored.  Our lives are reformed in Christ’s love.   
Go now in peace to serve with great joy.  Bring the love of God with you so that the light which 
has brightened your life may shine for others.  Go now, beloved, to serve. Amen. 

Go in peace.

Postlude  The Mighty Carillon programmed by Wayne Howell

Please join us in the Parlor for refreshments & fellowship after Worship Service

3. I heard about a mansion,  
He has built for me in glory

And I heard about the streets of gold,  
beyond the crystal sea

About the angels singing,  
and the old redemption story

And some sweet day I’ll sing up there,  
the song of victory

Bethel UCC Caring Community
If you would like to join our private Facebook group sharing joys 

and concerns, please email  
Pastor Sylvia to request an invitation.  

Bethel membership is not a requirement
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TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

October 24, 2021

Psalm 34:1–8, (19–22)
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INTRO 

Tell them about a prayer you said which God answered in the affirmative.

QUESTIONS

• What are some things you have prayed for? How did God answer?

• Have you ever been scared? 

• What did you do when you were scared?

WRAP-UP

Tell the children today’s scripture is a song or a poem from the book of Psalms. Explain how 
it’s about a time King David was really scared and prayed to God to keep him safe. God 
helped David by giving him a really good idea, one that helped him get out of trouble. So, 
as part of his worship of God, David wrote this psalm. Share with the children how it’s a little 
bit “thank you, God,” a little bit “here’s how good God is,” and a little bit “we should all pray 
to God all the time.” Show them today’s illustration and talk about some ways we can praise 
God. Tell the children about times your church community shares prayer for deliverance from 
illness, grief, pain, or fear. Then share how God helped your community overcome those 
times. If comfortable, share when you or your church have experienced a natural disaster, a 
death, or a tough transition. Be sure these things are long resolved and won’t re-traumatize 
them or the listeners in the congregation. Talk about how David listened for God’s direction 
and how your church community discerned together what God wanted you all to do to 
overcome hard times. Together, shout really loudly, “God is good!” If you have an especially 
creative or enthusiastic group, ask them to shout their own prayers of thanks to God. Invite 
them to pray with you.

PRAYER 

Dear God, you are good! Thank you for being good and helping us through hard, scary, or 
sad times. Help us always remember you are with us and give you our thanks and praise. 
Amen.
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