
Worship Bulletin - Bethel Congregational Church UCC  
3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

June 13, 2021 
  

 

“Seeds” 
Centering Words (2 Cor 5, Eph 1) 

See as God sees. Only then can we see rightly. Love as God loves. Only then can we love with 
the eyes of our heart enlightened. 

 

 If worshipping with us at home - Prepare your worship area – a candle, flower, and a cross in your worship 
area today. Perhaps something with rainbow colors!  If you do not have a wooden or metal cross, it can be a 
picture or a necklace, even a keychain fob. Just something to remind you of the cross. If have flowers you could 
decorate the cross! 

 If you have a bible at home, bring that to your worship space and follow the readings in your bible! 
 
 

www.betheluccontario.org 
536 N Euclid Ave Ontario CA 91762 

In Person & Live Streaming Sundays at 9:55am 
Facebook, YouTube, Twitch 

Also available On Demand on Roku and Amazon Fire TV 
  

http://www.betheluccontario.org/


Bethel Congregational Church UCC 
3rd Sunday After Pentecost – June 13, 2021 

 

Prelude   Music for Meditation   Sandy Gunn 

Call to Worship  

L: In all times and in all places, God is with us. 
P: God’s love flows over and around us, lifting us in hope. 
L: Shout for joy! 
P: Sing praises to God! 
L: Get ready to become disciples for Jesus. 
P: Lord, make us ready to serve you. AMEN. 

 

Prayer of Invocation 
O God, maker of all that is beautiful, 
Jesus gave us the seeds of your justice and peace. 
In this time together,  
touch us, teach us, inspire us 
to sow those seeds through our ministries 
so that all may share  
in Creation’s abundance 
to make true the promise 
that no one will know scarcity 
and no one will suffer deprivation  
in this community and beyond. Amen. 

 
  



Gathering Hymn     In the Bulb There is a Flower  
 

1 In the bulb there is a flower; 
in the seed, an apple tree; 
in cocoons, a hidden promise: 
butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of winter 
there’s a spring that waits to be, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 
 
2 There’s a song in every silence, 
seeking word and melody; 
there’s a dawn in every darkness, 
bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; 
what it holds, a mystery, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 
 
3 In our end is our beginning; 
in our time, infinity; 
in our doubt there is believing; 
in our life, eternity. 
In our death, a resurrection; 
at the last, a victory, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 



  



Passing the Peace (standing or sitting in place; we will not move about) 

Reunited with friends, family, and the Blessed Community, let us now safely greet each 
other. Please remain in your safety circle, masks on, no touching, no walking about. Use 
gestures and soft-spoken words to greet each other and share the Peace of Christ: 

Welcome/Announcements   
Special Music  
Children’s Time   David and Goliath 
Gloria  

Glory to the Creator 
The Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
World without end, Amen, Amen. 

 
  



A Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures 1 Samuel 15:34 - 16:13 
 

Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. 
Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over 
Saul. And the LORD was sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel.  
 

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected 
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you 
to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 
Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, 
“Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ Invite 
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint 
for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the LORD commanded, 
and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and 
said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to 
the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he 
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.  
 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is 
now before the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the 
LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the 
LORD looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before 
Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse made 
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse 
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD 
has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And 
he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And 
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he 
comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful 
eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the 
one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day 
forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 
 
 



2 Corinthians 5:6–10 (11–13) 14–17 
 

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in 
the body we are away from the Lord— for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we 
do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home 
with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please 
him. For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each 
may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or 
evil.  
 

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we 
ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your 
consciences. We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an 
opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who 
boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves, 
it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ urges 
us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have 
died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.  
 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer 
in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has become new!  



Mark 4:26–34       Pastor Sylvia 

 
He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 
ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and 
grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the 
head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes 
in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”  
 
He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 
will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is 
the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and 
becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the 
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”  
 
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear 
it; 3he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in 
private to his disciples. 
 
 

 

SERMON     “Seeds”   Rev. Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann 

 
  



Prayers of the People 
(please email your prayer requests to Pastor Sylvia by 8pm Saturday night or 
write them neatly in the prayer book as you enter, as we will not be passing 
the microphone or talking loudly in the sanctuary) 

Silent Prayer 

Unison Prayer of the Day (inspired by 1 Samuel 16:1-13, Mark 4:26-34) 
 

Holy One: 
you anoint us with living water, 
so we may go to serve the world in these troubled days. 
You open our eyes, 
so we will see everyone as our sisters and brothers. 
 

Seed Planter: 
you place faith deep within us, 
so we can bear witness to your just and loving kingdom. 
Your love regulates our hearts,  
so we can welcome all in your name. 
 

Gentle Spirit: 
when we cannot see the way, 
you take us by the hand so we can step forward, 
in faith, into the kingdom. 
You fill us with hope, 
so we can sing God's joy all of our days. 
 

God in Community, Holy in One, 
hear us as we pray as Jesus has taught us, 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison) 
Our Father, Who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever and ever. Amen  

 



INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
Jesus’ teachings give us many seeds to sow in this community and beyond. 
It is, however, through our offering that we can nurture these seeds 
so all may know the gospel’s promise. 

Please:  Remember to give your offerings so that we can continue our ministries. You may 
give to specific ministries or projects. (just write that in the message area.) If you forget– just 
email us (info@BethelUCCOntario.org) or message us through Facebook. 
Giving Options:  
In person – As we are not yet “passing the plate”, you may leave your offering in the offering 
plate at the front of the sanctuary, or the one at the usher’s table in the rear. 
 

There are many other ways to send your support.  
Give online at www.betheluccontario.org,  

To use a credit or debit card, use the yellow PayPal “Donate” button or the green 
Tithe.ly button (processed by Tithe.ly)  

 

Use ZELLE (through your bank website or via the stand alone app) to 
transfer your offering to us directly from your bank. This saves us the 
small card processing fee (about 2.7%). At  Zelle,  
Our verified email is info@betheluccontario.org)  

MAIL - Just mail your check to Bethel Congregational Church  
536 N Euclid Ave, Ontario CA 91762. 
 
TEXT to GIVE: text the word “ give “ to (833) 364-0261 
 

   
 
QR Code – Scan the code to send your offering to us through PayPal 
 
 
 

Unison Offering Dedication Prayer  
You have been exceedingly generous to us, O God. 
We return a portion of what we have to you in grateful thanksgiving. 
Bless our offerings that they will nurture the seeds 
of hope and healing in this community and beyond. Amen. 

 
 

mailto:info@BethelUCCOntario.org
http://www.betheluccontario.org/
mailto:info@betheluccontario.org


  
Hymn     Sois la Semilla (You Are the Seeds) 

1. You are the seed that must grow a new sprout 
You’re a star that will shine through the day; 
You are the yeast, and a small grain of salt, 
a beacon to glow in the night.  
You are the dawn that will bring a new day; 
You’re the wheat that will bear golden grain; 
You are a sting and a soft gentle touch 
my witnesses where ‘ere you go. 
Refrain 
Go, my friends, go to the world, proclaiming love to all, 
Messengers of my forgiving peace, eternal love. 
Be my friends, a loyal witness, from the dead I arose: 
”Lo, I’ll be with you forever, till the end of the world.  
 
2. You are the flame that will brighten the way, 
Sending sparkles of hope, faith, and love;  
You are the shepherds to lead the whole world 
through valleys and pastures of peace 
You are the friends that I chose for myself,  
the Word that I want to proclaim. 
You are the city that’s built on a rock 
where justice and truth always reign. Refrain 
 
3. You are the life that will nurture the plant 
You’re the waves in a turbulent sea.  
Yesterday’s yeast is beginning to rise, 
A new loaf of bread it will yield. 
There is no place for a city to hide,  
nor a mountain can cover its might. 
may your good deeds show a world in despair 
a path that will lead all to God. Refrain 

(sheet music below…)
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Benediction  

Go forth to proclaim the good news 
that we are new creations in Christ Jesus. 
As seeds planted by God, 
we go to spread God’s gifts of love and hope. 
Go forth to live the good news 
that we live in a time of new beginnings. 
As plantings of the Lord, 
we go to share God’s gifts of mercy and grace. 
May God’s love be with you as you sow seeds of justice and peace 
along the paths you will travel so all may know the gospel’s promise.  
Amen 

 
Bethel Ontario Online 
Bethel Congregational Church, UCC 
526 N Euclid Ave Ontario CA 91762 
www.betheluccontario.org 
info@betheluccontario.org 
(909) 984-9111 

Rev. Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann 
Pastor & Minister of Music 
drmann@betheluccontario.org 
 
 

 

Live Stream Worship Sundays at 9:55am  
on Facebook, YouTube, Twitch  

(Videos remain available for access any time) 
Also available on Roku and Amazon Fire TV.  
*All music licensed and used by permission 
(CCLI, One License, Artist Permission, PD) 

 

God sends us to serve, but God does not send us alone.  
The Spirit is with us in the world, guiding our steps and protecting our paths. 
Christ yearns for us to be one in ministry and service, and one in community 
and faith—a unity that we discover through the Spirit’s miraculous power in 

our lives. Sent to serve, we are sent not only with the power of the Spirit,  
but also with the power of unity with one another.  

Embracing this unity with both the Holy Spirit and one another opens a path 
to the “complete joy” that Christ prays we may one day know. 

http://www.betheluccontario.org/
mailto:info@betheluccontario.org
mailto:drmann@betheluccontario.org
https://www.facebook.com/BethelOntario/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCl23tgN1xjGZEzksYSFYAjw?view_as=subscribe
https://www.twitch.tv/bethelontario
https://channelstore.roku.com/details/605138/bethel-ucc-worship-services
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B08J29B95M

