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Worship Bulletin - Bethel Congregational Church UCC  
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

June 6, 2021 – Communion Sunday 
Pride Month Begins 

  

 

“Who’s in the Family?” 
Centering Words (Ps 138, 2 Cor 4) 

As you enter this sacred space, may you be renewed by the steadfast love of God. May your 
spirit be filled with the Spirit of Christ, and may you sing praises and give glory to God. 

 

 If worshipping with us at home - Prepare your worship area – a candle, flower, and a cross in your worship 
area today. Perhaps something with rainbow colors!  If you do not have a wooden or metal cross, it can be a 
picture or a necklace, even a keychain fob. Just something to remind you of the cross. If have flowers you 
could decorate the cross! 

 If you have a bible at home, bring that to your worship space and follow the readings in your bible! 
 On this Communion Sunday, if you are worshipping with us “from a distance”, prepare your communion 

elements (some bread and juice) and have them ready for the service. If you are attending in person, you may 
bring your own, or we will provide safely prepared elements for you – whichever option is more comfortable 
for you. 

 
 

www.betheluccontario.org 
536 N Euclid Ave Ontario CA 91762 

In Person & Live Streaming Sundays at 9:55am 
Facebook, YouTube, Twitch 

Also available On Demand on Roku and Amazon Fire TV 
  

http://www.betheluccontario.org/
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Bethel Congregational Church UCC 
 2nd Sunday After Pentecost – June 6, 2021 – Communion Sunday 

Prelude   Music for Meditation   Sandy Gunn 

Call to Worship (Ps 138) 

One:   We gather to worship together, 
All:    Different people, different lives, different histories, 
One:   Yet all children of the same Parent, 
All:    Created lovingly by the Source of all life! 
One:   We gather together so that we may see, hear and know God   
All:    Different people, different lives, different histories, 
One:   Yet all disciples of one Teacher. 
All:  Jesus, the Word made flesh, dwelling among us. 
One:   We gather with different joys and sorrows, different hopes and fears.... 
All:    Different people, different lives, different histories, 
One:   Yet one people with one God, one faith, one family. 
All:    Let us open ourselves to what God has created us to be. 
 

Opening Prayer (2 Cor 4, Mark 3:35 NRSV) 
ONE: Loving God, some of us come to this place 
full of anticipation and joy, 
others come weary and tired. 
And some of us come here today 
wondering why we are even here. 
MANY: Renew us in your Holy Spirit. 
ONE: Remind us that your steadfast love follows us wherever we go. 
MANY: Increase our faith, 
that we may not lose heart 
or become burdened by the challenges of life. 
ONE: Help us hear again the words of Christ: 
“Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” 
MANY: We are yours, O God. 
Thank you for claiming us as your own. 
In the name of Christ, your Son and our savior, we pray. 
MANY: Amen. 

Lighting of the Christ Candle  
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Gathering Hymn     Praise the Source of All Creation (Tune – Hymn to Joy) 
 
Praise the Source of all creation, giving life throughout the Earth,  
blessing every love relation, filling all with sacred worth.  
Celebrate all forms and colors, varied beauty everywhere,  
streams of goodness overflowing, wondrous gifts for all to share.  
 
Many genders, many races, all reflect Divinity;  
many gifts and many graces help us be all we can be.    
Partners on this path of freedom, taking down each stifling wall,  
we will open doors of welcome, bringing hope and joy to all.  
 
Long have many been excluded, judged, and scorned by custom’s norms; 
everyone will be included as we work to bring reforms.  
Let us end abuse and violence, bringing justice everywhere,  
joining Holy Wisdom’s mission, helping all be free and fair.  
 
Equal marriage, healing, freeing, nurtures body, mind and soul,  
reaffirming every being, all created good and whole.  
Come, rejoice and sing together, celebrating life and love;  
praise the great Creative Spirit, living in us and above.  
 
Words © 2012 Jann Aldredge-Clanton  
 8.7.8.7 D (suggested tunes: HYFRYDOL, BEECHER, HYMN TO JOY) 
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Passing the Peace (standing or sitting in place; we will not move about) 

Reunited with friends, family, and the Blessed Community, let us now safely greet each 
other. Please remain in your safety circle, masks on, no touching, no walking about. Use 
gestures and soft-spoken words to greet each other and share the Peace of Christ: 

Welcome/Announcements:  “Strength The Church “offering today, June 6.   
Volunteers needed for restoration projects, Children & Youth Programs, Hospitality 

Special Music Somewhere Over the Rainbow   Pastor Sylvia & Sandy Gunn 
(by Harold Arlen) 

Children’s Time 
Gloria  

Glory to the Creator 
The Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
World without end, Amen, Amen. 
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A Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures Genesis 3:8-15  Virginia Shannon 
 
They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  

But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?"  

He said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked; and I hid myself."  

He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of 
which I commanded you not to eat?"  

The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit 
from the tree, and I ate."  

Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The 
woman said, "The serpent tricked me, and I ate."  

The LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you 
among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, 
and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.  

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 
hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel." 
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Psalm 138           Donna Saxton 
 
I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your 
praise;  
I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your 
steadfast love and your faithfulness; for you have exalted your name and your 
word above everything.  
On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my strength of soul.  
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O LORD, for they have heard the words 
of your mouth.  
They shall sing of the ways of the LORD, for great is the glory of the LORD.  
For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly; but the haughty he perceives 
from far away.  
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my 
enemies; you stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers me.  
The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O LORD, endures 
forever. Do not forsake the work of your hands.   
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Mark 3:20-35        Pastor Sylvia 

…and the crowd came together again, so that they could not even eat.  

When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, 
"He has gone out of his mind."  

And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, "He has Beelzebul, and by 
the ruler of the demons he casts out demons."  

And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, "How can Satan cast 
out Satan?  

If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.  

And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand.  

And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his 
end has come.  

But no one can enter a strong man's house and plunder his property without 
first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.  

"Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies 
they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have 
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin"-- for they had said, "He has an 
unclean spirit."  

Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him 
and called him.  

A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, "Your mother and your 
brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you."  

And he replied, "Who are my mother and my brothers?"  

And looking at those who sat around him, he said, "Here are my mother and my 
brothers!  

Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother." 
 

May God add a blessing to the reading and reflecting upon God’s Holy Word. 
May we hear and understand what God is teaching us. Amen 
 
 

SERMON    “Who’s in the Family?”  Rev. Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann 

 



9 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
Today, let us believe, and give with generosity  
that God’s goodness may be known in the world. 

Please:  Remember to give your offerings so that we can continue our ministries. You may 
give to specific ministries or projects. (just write that in the message area.) If you forget– 
just email us (info@BethelUCCOntario.org) or message us through Facebook. 
Giving Options:  
In person – As we are not yet “passing the plate”, you may leave your offering in the offering 
plate at the front of the sanctuary, or the one at the usher’s table in the rear. 
 

There are many other ways to send your support.  
Give online at www.betheluccontario.org,  

To use a credit or debit card, use the yellow PayPal “Donate” button or the 
green Tithe.ly button (processed by Tithe.ly)  

 

Use ZELLE (through your bank website or via the stand alone app) to 
transfer your offering to us directly from your bank. This saves us the 
small card processing fee (about 2.7%). At  Zelle,  
Our verified email is info@betheluccontario.org)  

MAIL - Just mail your check to Bethel Congregational Church  
536 N Euclid Ave, Ontario CA 91762. 
 
TEXT to GIVE: text the word “ give “ to (833) 364-0261 
 

   
 
QR Code – Scan the code to send your offering to us through PayPal 
 
 
 

Unison Offering Dedication Prayer  
Generous God, take our gifts this day and use them so that we may be part 
of your great work in this world. Through our giving, bring justice and love 
closer to all, not just in our community but in the world beyond these 
walls.  Strengthen our church and the whole United Church of Christ  
so that we grow together each day into a powerful voice for healing and 
peace. Amen. 

mailto:info@BethelUCCOntario.org
http://www.betheluccontario.org/
mailto:info@betheluccontario.org
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Litany of Confession   
When we forget that God’s ways lead all to the blessings of justice and 
mercy: 
Lord have mercy. 
 

When we forget that God’s ways lead all, especially the most vulnerable,  
to blessings of safety, health, meaningful work:    
Christ have mercy.  
 

When we forget that God’s ways lead all to the blessings  
of the shared abundance of God’s beloved creation:  
Lord have mercy. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (from Mark 3: 34-35) 
Jesus reminds us: “Who is my mother, and who are my sisters and 
brothers?  
All those who do the will of God are my brother and sister and mother.”   
In Christ we are forgiven all our failed efforts at community, 
and invited afresh to rejoin the family of God, seeking blessing for all. 

 

Prayers of the People 
(please email your prayer requests to Pastor Sylvia by 8pm Saturday night 
or write them neatly in the prayer book as you enter, as we will not be 
passing the microphone or talking loudly in the sanctuary) 
 

Silent Prayer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison) 
Our Father, Who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever and ever. Amen  
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A Service of Holy Communion for In-Person and Distance Worship 
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE (Pastor) 
Christ’s invitation is simple — be welcome where you are. 
Jesus sets the table where we dine today. 
Jesus’ welcome extends to all of humanity.  
People of all ages, of all genders, of all cultures and cultures, 
of all economic conditions are welcome here. 
 

Jesus spent his life serving others  
that all might know the compassionate attention of a loving God.  
Today, Jesus serves us yet again,  
as we gather at this Table he prepares for us. 
 

No one can earn a place at this meal. 
Come of your own choice. 
You need only desire a deeper relationship with the risen Christ. 
Bring your hopes and your history. 
Bring your deliberations and your doubts. 
Come as your whole self. Sit down where you are. 
 
 

COMMUNION PRAYER – (UNISON) 
Dear Jesus, 
You remain a sacred mystery to us. 
You have brought Good News for all the people 
and we will not be afraid, for you are here. 
We are hungry for your love which surpasses all our understanding; 
we are thirsty for your spirit that never runs dry. 
In this meal nourish our souls, feed our minds,  
quench our deepest longings, and forgive our transgressions,  
that we may glorify you every day of our lives. Amen. 
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Words of Remembering and Institution (Pastor) 
Called in grace and gifted in love, 
Jesus gathered with his friends and shared a meal; 
the setting simple, the meaning profound. 
Bread of life, cup of blessing. 
"This is my body. This is my blood. 
Do this in remembrance of me." 
(The bread is broken; the wine/juice is poured.) 
   

This table is God's offer of grace 
and an invitation to community 
where forgiveness is found and 
we are called to be the body of Christ. 
 

In that body, we find all shapes, sizes, and abilities, 
the young and the old, all colors and shades, 
and the created diversity of loving relationships. 
 

Together, we are affirmed in our shared mission, 
and empowered for discipleship. 
 

No one goes hungry. 
Our tables are a various as we are, and whether here in the sanctuary, or in our 
homes across the world, they are all truly the meal of grace blessed by Creator, 
Christ, and Indwelling Spirit. 
This table welcomes everyone! 
Come, share the feast! 

(In the sanctuary service, people come forward to receive their Celebration 
Cups of bread and juice. At home give the bread and juice to one another. 
We will all partake together when everyone has been served) 

 

Sharing of the Elements 
Leader: Let us at our many tables receive the gifts of God,  
      the Bread of Heaven and the Cup of Blessing. 
Unison: We become the Body of Christ in the Bread we share. We are one 
in Christ in the Cup we share. 
  (share/open the bread and juice) 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (UNISON) 
We give thanks to you, God, for this meal. 
Simple. 
Elegant. 
Refreshing. 
Re-creating. 
May we hear the call: 
Love one another as you have loved us. 
One body, many members, the body of Christ. 
Thank you God  
Thank you Christ  
Thank you Spirit               Amen.  
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Hymn     Draw the Circle Wide  Gordon Light; Jean & Jim Strathdee 
 

Draw the circle wide 
Draw it wider still 
Let this be our song, no one stands alone 
Standing side by side 
Draw the circle wide 
 

1. God the still point of the circle 
‘round whom all creation turns 
Nothing lost but held forever 
In God’s gracious arms 
 

Draw the circle wide 
Draw it wider still 
Let this be our song, no one stands alone 
Standing side by side 
Draw the circle wide 
 

2. Let our hearts touch far horizons 
So encompass great and small 
Let our loving know no borders 
Faithful to God’s call 
 

Draw the circle wide 
Draw it wider still 
Let this be our song, no one stands alone 
Standing side by side 
Draw the circle wide 
 

3. Let the dreams we dream be larger 
Than we’ve ever dreamed before 
Let the dream of Christ be in us 
Open every door 
 

Draw the circle wide 
Draw it wider still 
Let this be our song, no one stands alone 
Standing side by side 
Draw the circle wide (repeat chorus) 
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17 
 

Benediction  

ONE: May the God who created a world of diversity and vibrancy  
ALL: Go with us as we embrace life in all its fullness  
ONE: May the Son who teaches us to care for strangers and foreigners  
ALL: Go with us as we try to be good neighbors in our communities  
ONE: May the Spirit who breaks down our barriers  
and celebrates community  
ALL: Go with us as we find the courage to create a  
place of welcome for all. 
ONE: Go in Peace 
ALL: AMEN 
 

 
Bethel Ontario Online 
Bethel Congregational Church, UCC 
526 N Euclid Ave Ontario CA 91762 
www.betheluccontario.org 
info@betheluccontario.org 
(909) 984-9111 

Rev. Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann 
Pastor & Minister of Music 
drmann@betheluccontario.org 
 
 

 

Live Stream Worship Sundays at 9:55am  
on Facebook, YouTube, Twitch  

(Videos remain available for access any time) 
Also available on Roku and Amazon Fire TV.  
*All music licensed and used by permission 
(CCLI, One License, Artist Permission, PD) 

 

God sends us to serve, but God does not send us alone.  
The Spirit is with us in the world, guiding our steps and protecting our paths. 
Christ yearns for us to be one in ministry and service, and one in community 
and faith—a unity that we discover through the Spirit’s miraculous power in 

our lives. Sent to serve, we are sent not only with the power of the Spirit,  
but also with the power of unity with one another.  

Embracing this unity with both the Holy Spirit and one another opens a path 
to the “complete joy” that Christ prays we may one day know. 

http://www.betheluccontario.org/
mailto:info@betheluccontario.org
mailto:drmann@betheluccontario.org
https://www.facebook.com/BethelOntario/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCl23tgN1xjGZEzksYSFYAjw?view_as=subscribe
https://www.twitch.tv/bethelontario
https://channelstore.roku.com/details/605138/bethel-ucc-worship-services
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B08J29B95M
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