
Bethel Ontario Online –2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
January 17, 2021 

Pre-Service Music “It is Well With My Soul” (Ellie Choate and Friends) 
 
Call to Worship                        Responsive 
Leader:    Our Mother-Father God  
     has made us to be One Body with many members.  
All:    United and uniting. This is our calling. 

 
Leader:    God calls us to share our diverse gifts  
     activated by the one and same Spirit . 

              All:    United and uniting. This is our redemption.  
 

Leader:    God longs for us to be united in love  
     and to manifest the Spirit in our different ways.  
    All:    United and uniting. This is our worship. 

 
Leader:    Let us gather in this hour to offer praise and worship  
     to our Holy God, who challenges us  
    All:    and calls us to create the Beloved Community. 
 
 
Unison Invocation                          

Awesome God, you knew us before we were born.  
You love us into life.  
Open our hearts and our spirits today to hear your word for us. 
And, upon hearing the word, may we be convinced of our call to 
ministry and mission through the church.  
Bless us with your presence and your powerful love,  
for we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN. 

 
  



Gathering Hymn  Lift Every Voice and Sing        NCH 593 
1 Lift every voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring, 
ring with the harmonies of liberty; 
Let our rejoicing rise, high as the listening skies, 
let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the harsh past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
let us march on till victory is won. 
 
2 Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, 
felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet, 
come to the place for which our people sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered, 
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 
Out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
 
3 God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
God who has brought us thus far on the way; 
God, who by your might, led us into the light, 
keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met you, 
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, forget you; 
Shadowed beneath your hand, may we forever stand, 
true to our God, true to our native land. 
 



 



  



Welcome 
Special Music “Blowing in the Wind” 
Children’s Time    Kids Video 
Gloria  Glory to the Creator 

The Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
World without end, Amen, Amen.  

 

 
  



1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]                        Donna Saxton 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of 
the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. At that 
time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not 
see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, 
and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of 
God was. Then the Lord called, "Samuel! Samuel!" and he said "Here I 
am!" and ran to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called me." 

 But he said, "I did not call; lie down again." So he went and lay down. 
The Lord called again, "Samuel!" Samuel got up and went to Eli, and 
said, "Here I am, for you called me." But he said, "I did not call, my son; 
lie down again." Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word 
of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel 
again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, 
for you called me." Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 
Therefore Eli said to Samuel, "Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall 
say, 'Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.'" So Samuel went and lay 
down in his place.  

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, "Samuel! 
Samuel!" And Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening."  

Then the Lord said to Samuel, "See, I am about to do something in 
Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that 
day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, 
from beginning to end. For I have told him that I am about to punish his 
house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were 
blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore I swear to 
the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be expiated by 
sacrifice or offering forever." Samuel lay there until morning; then he 
opened the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell 
the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, "Samuel, my son." He 
said, "Here I am." Eli said, "What was it that he told you? Do not hide it 



from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything 
from me of all that he told you." So Samuel told him everything and hid 
nothing from him. Then he said, "It is the Lord; let him do what seems 
good to him." 

As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall 
to the ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel 
was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord. 
 
John 1:43-51 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to 
him, "Follow me." Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew 
and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him 
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son 
of Joseph from Nazareth." Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see." When Jesus 
saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, "Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!" Nathanael asked him, "Where did 
you get to know me?" Jesus answered, "I saw you under the fig tree 
before Philip called you." Nathanael replied, "Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God! You are the King of Israel!" Jesus answered, "Do you believe 
because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see 
greater things than these." And he said to him, "Very truly, I tell you, 
you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of Man." 
 

SERMON  “Speak, Lord, for your Servant is listening” 
 
 
  



Responding Hymn Here I Am, Lord  
I the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry 
All who dwell in dark and sin, My hand will save 
I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright 
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 
Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord? 
I have heard You calling in the night 
I will go Lord, If You lead me 
I will hold Your people in my heart 
 
I the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people's pain 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away 
I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone 
I will speak My word to them, Whom shall I send? 
Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord? 
I have heard You calling in the night 
I will go Lord, If You lead me 
I will hold Your people in my heart 
 
I the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame 
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save 
Finest bread I will provide, till their hearts be satisfied 
I will give my Life to them, Whom shall I send? 
Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord? 
I have heard You calling in the night 
I will go Lord, If You lead me 
I will hold Your people in my heart 
 
[sheet music] 

 



  



Invitation to the Offering  
 

Please remember to send your offerings in so that we can continue our ministries. 
There are many ways to send your support. 
You can send your regular tithes and offerings – and you can also give to the 
“Children’s Offering”, which goes to our mission projects, including the Furry 
Friends Pet Food Bank. (If you want a portion of your offering to be designated as 
“children’s offering, just write that in the message area.)  
Also – if you wish to send an offering to The Christmas Fund, just write that in the 
memo. If you forget to write a note with the offering – just email us 
(info@BethelUCCOntario.org) or message us through Facebook. 

Giving Options:  

Give online at www.betheluccontario.org, using the yellow “Donate” button. (It 
will take you to a Paypal screen where you can use a credit or debit card. You do 
NOT have to have a Paypal account to use this. You can also use the green Tithe.ly 
button 

 

Use ZELLE through your bank to transfer your offering to us directly.  
This saves us the small fee (about 2.7%) that PayPal charges 
us. When you use Zelle, we are Bethel Congregational 
Church/email is info@betheluccontario.org) 

MAIL - Just mail your check to Bethel Congregational Church  
536 N Euclid Ave, Ontario CA 91762. 
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Interactive Prayer of Confession                 
Leader: Holy One, you have called us by name.  
People: You will not let us lounge in bed.  
     You wake us up in the middle of the night to remember… 
Leader: Remember God’s works and name some (aloud or silently)   
 

Leader: You will not let us hide under the tree.  
People: You summon us from the shade to be changed… 
Leader: Name and pray for those things that need to be changed (aloud 
or silently)    
 

Leader: You will not let us bury our secrets within the earth.  
People: You unearth our fears and speak them aloud…  
Leader:  Name some of your fears (aloud or silently)    
        

All: Forgive us, O God, when we cannot speak. 
    Reveal the words we need most.  
    In Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 

Words of Assurance (Psalm 139, 1 Corinthians 6) 

The God who has made us will never desert us. 
The God of creation is creating still, making us new. 
Our God knows you by name. 
Our God knows what you fear. 
For you are fearfully and wonderfully made. 
The God whose love gave us the gift of Jesus Christ 
is the same God whose love forgives and sustains us. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, Who art in heaven: Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen  



Going into Mission Hymn         We Shall Not be Moved             
We shall not, we shall not be moved, (2x) 
Just like a tree that's planted by the water 
We shall not be moved 

We're young and old together, we shall not be moved, (2x) 
Just like a tree that's planted by the water 
We shall not be moved 
CHORUS 

We're women and men together, we shall not be moved, (2x) 
Just like a tree that's planted by the water 
We shall not be moved 
CHORUS 

We're black and white together we shall not be moved, (2x) 
Just like a tree that's standing by the water 
We shall not be moved 
CHORUS 

Yes, straight and gay together we shall not be moved, (2x) 
Just like a tree that's planted by the water 
We shall not be moved 
CHORUS 



 



Benediction  

One: Go in the love of the One who strengthens us 
for the work to which we are called. 
Many: We Go in the fellowship of Jesus Christ, 
who claims us as sisters and brothers. 
One: Go in the community of the Holy Spirit, 
who binds us together with all the saints. 
Many: We Go with grace to shine God’s love 
into all the world. Amen. 

 


