
Matthew 25:31-46 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will 
sit on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he 
will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 

34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of 
the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I 
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 
prison and you came to visit me.’ 

37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and 
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a 
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we 
see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 

40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, 
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and 
you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I 
was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not 
clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ 

44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 

45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of 
these, you did not do for me.’ 

46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal 
life.” 

 

 

  



• What would it feel like to hear verse 34 spoken over you? 
• What is the difference between the sheep’s and the goats’ 

responses in verses 37 and 44? [Notice that the first response is 
longer and always positive; whereas, the second is shorter and in 
the negative – “did not take care of you?”.]  

• What was the difference between how the “sheep” lived 
compared with how the “goats” lived? [my preaching notes 
observe that the goats lived in a way more just about getting 
through it/passing a test; whereas, the sheep lived a life of 
servanthood to any in need.] 

• How does this passage connect with the previous two week’s 
passages? [The first week’s passage was about acting wisely with 
our time; the second week’s passage was about acting wisely with 
our talents/our resources. Generally speaking, this passage is 
about seeing the needs of others (seeing all the people) and 
responding (wisely and responsibly) to the needs of all. It also 
connects with the first passage by the invitation of the master - 
entering into the joy of the master. Here the invitation is to enter 
the glory of Christ. In the second week’s passage, those who 
invested wisely were rewarded. In today’s passage, those who 
invest their lives wisely are invited into the “glory of the 
kingdom”.] 

• A colleague is fond of saying, “The secret to life is paying 
attention.” Paying attention is easier said than done in a culture 
full of distractions and attention seekers. Paying attention is a 
muscle we need to exercise. When we are paying attention to the 
needs around us (Seeing All The People), we don’t think about 
what we’re doing; we just live out what’s in us. What activities 
and/or how can this group help you to pay attention to the needs 
of those around you?  

Prayer Time : Compassionate God, we give you thanks for your abiding 
presence with us. Guide us to be more aware of opportunities to see 
you in the face and needs of those we encounter. Empower us to be 
focused on being your servants with and to all people that we might 
experience your glory. Amen. 


