
Bethel Online –21st Sunday after Pentecost – October 25, 2020 
We Gather 

Pre-Service Music The Gift of Love   Bethel Chancel Choir 
Prelude    Music for Meditation   Sandy Gunn  

Responsive and Musical Call to Worship (music – Blest Be the Tie That Binds) 
  

SING: verse 1 of “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”. 
Blest be the tie that binds, our hearts in Christian love; 
the fellowship of kindred minds, is like to that above. 

 
L: With joy we gather as the body of Christ called Christians. 
P: Lord, enter our hearts this day and heal our wounds. 

SING: verse 2 of “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”. 
Before our Father's throne we pour our ardent prayers; 
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares. 

 
 



 
 
L: Help us to pour out our fears, doubts, frustrations 
P: Help us feel your love washing through us, easing our pain. 

SING verse 3 of “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”  
We share each other's woes, our mutual burdens bear; 
and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear. 

 
L: We are called to reach out to each other. 
P: Lord, help us to share all our joys and concerns,  
knowing that your love for us is always present in our lives. 

SING verse 4 of “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 
When we asunder part, it gives us inward pain; 
but we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again. 

 
  



Opening Prayer (Unison) 
God, you are God forever.  
This alone is cause for celebration,  
but we also know that we are your people! 
As we feel your love washing over us now, may we love you with every part 
of our being: heart, mind, body, and soul. 
We celebrate your love in our lives, and we ask for your help 
as we try our best to boldly share the good news of your love with others. 
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who models the way for us. Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn I am Bound for the Promised Land 

1 On Jordan's stormy banks I stand, 
and cast a wishful eye 
to Canaan's fair and happy land, 
where my possessions lie. 
Refrain: 
I am bound for the promised land, 
I am bound for the promised land; 
Oh, who will come and go with me? 
I am bound for the promised land. 
 

2 O'er all those wide extended plains 
shines one eternal day; 
there God the Son forever reigns, 
and scatters night away. [Refrain] 
 

3 No chilling winds or poisonous breath 
can reach that healthful shore; 
sickness and sorrow, pain and death, 
are felt and feared no more. [Refrain] 
 

4 When I shall reach that happy place, 
I'll be forever blest, 
for I shall see my Father's face, 
and in his bosom rest. [Refrain] 

 



 
 

  



We Proclaim /God Is Still Speaking 
Welcome and Greetings 

Special Music  “Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel”  Chancel Choir 
Children’s Time  “Joshua Leads”  Saddleback Kids Video 

*Gloria   Glory to the Creator 
The Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
World without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

     



 

 

Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of 
Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole land: 
Gilead as far as Dan, all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the 
land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain--that is, 
the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees--as far as Zoar. The Lord said to 
him, "This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, 
saying, 'I will give it to your descendants'; I have let you see it with your 
eyes, but you shall not cross over there." Then Moses, the servant of the 
Lord, died there in the land of Moab, at the Lord's command. He was buried 
in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but no one knows his 
burial place to this day. Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when 
he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had not abated. The 
Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab for thirty days; then the 
period of mourning for Moses was ended. 

Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid 
his hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the Lord had 
commanded Moses. 

Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord 
knew face to face. He was unequalled for all the signs and wonders that the 
Lord sent him to perform in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his 
servants and his entire land, and for all the mighty deeds and all the 
terrifying displays of power that Moses performed in the sight of all Israel. 

  



Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 

O God, you have been our dwelling-place in all generations. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the 
earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
 
You turn us back to dust, and say, 
"Turn back, you mortals." 
 
For a thousand years in your sight 
are like yesterday when it is past, 
or like a watch in the night. 
 
You sweep them away; they are like a dream,  
like grass that is renewed in the morning; 
 
in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; 
in the evening it fades and withers. 
 
Turn, O God! How long? 
Have compassion on your servants! 
 
Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, 
so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
 
Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, 
and for as many years as we have seen evil. 
 
Let your work be manifest to your servants, 
and your glorious power to their children. 
 
Let the favor of the Sovereign our God be upon us, 
and prosper for us the work of our hands-- 
 
O prosper the work of our hands!  



 
 
Matthew 22:34-46 
 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they 
gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test 
him. "Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?" He said to 
him, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.' This is the greatest and first commandment. 
And a second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' On these 
two commandments hang all the law and the prophets." 
 
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this 
question: "What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?" They said 
to him, "The son of David." He said to them, "How is it then that David by 
the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 
   'The Lord said to my Lord, 
       "Sit at my right hand, 
    until I put your enemies under your feet"'? 
"If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?" No one was able to 
give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more 
questions. 
 
 
Sermon   “The Greatest Law”  Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann 
    
     



We Respond/Supporting God’s Mission 

Invitation to the Offering  
 Invitation to the Offering  
 Please remember to send your offerings in so that we can continue our 
 ministries. There are many ways to send your support. 

You can send your regular tithes and offerings – and you can also give to the 
 “Children’s Offering”, which goes to our mission projects, including the 
Furry  Friends Pet Food Bank. (If you want a portion of your offering to be 
designated as “children’s offering, just write that in the message  area.)  

 Also – if you wish to send an offering to One Great Hour of Sharing, just write 
 OGHS in the memo. If you forget to write a note with the offering – just email us 
 (info@BethelUCCOntario.org) or message us through Facebook. 

 Giving Options:  

 Give online at www.betheluccontario.org, using the 
 yellow “Donate” button. (It will take you to a Paypal 
 screen where you can use a credit or debit card. You do  NOT have to have a 
 Paypal account to use this.)  

 Use ZELLE through your bank to transfer your offering to us directly.  
This saves us the small fee (about 2.7%) that PayPal charges us. 
When you use Zelle, we are Bethel Congregational Church/email 
is info@betheluccontario.org) 

 MAIL - Just mail your check to Bethel Congregational  
  Church 536 N Euclid Ave, Ontario CA 91762. 
  

mailto:info@BethelUCCOntario.org
http://www.betheluccontario.org/
mailto:info@betheluccontario.org


Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
Everlasting God, 
you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
Since the creation of the world, you have nurtured us with your love. 
And yet we shamefully acknowledge 
that we do not always share your love with others. 
We are selective about who we choose as neighbors. . . 
only those who are clean, who look like us, 
who talk right, who seem safe. 
Loving God,  
teach us to love you more fully. 
For in loving you, our lives will show love to all others, 
even as your love encompasses all your creation, in all generations. 
We pray in the name of your greatest gift of love, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Words of Assurance  
Though our hearts were hardened to the needs of others, God has 
touched them with God’s compassionate care, healing our wounds 
and giving courage and strength to our souls. Be assured that God’s 
love is poured out for you and rejoice! AMEN.  

(We Invite silence) 
 

Prayers – Continue to call to mind the joys and concerns on your heart, as we join 
together in The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, Who art in heaven: Hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done On earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors 
And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen 

 

 

  



We are Sent/Being The Church 
 

*Singing into Mission The Gift of Love   Hal Hopson 
 

1 Though I may speak with bravest fire, 
and have the gift of all inspire, 
and have not love, my words are vain, 
as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 
 
2 Though I may give all I possess, 
and striving so my love profess, 
but not be given by love within, 
the profit soon turns strangely thin. 
 
3 Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, 
our spirits long to be made whole. 
Let inward love guide every deed; 
by this we worship, and are freed 



 
 

 
Unison Benediction  

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength. 
Go forth into this aching, hurting world with God’s love,  
offering healing, hope, and peace to all.  
Go in peace and may God’s peace surround you always.  
AMEN. 


