
Bethel Online –17th Sunday after Pentecost – September 27, 2020 

“Water from the Rock" 
Prepare: 

Please consider sharing stories (written or video) of experiencing God and connection (to God - to each 
other) during the quarantine. Some of these may be included in our worship video (with your permission). If 
you want to share on a particular Sunday be sure to send it in by noon on Friday so that Pastor Sylvia can 
place them into our video! If you don't make it in time for this week - don't worry – we love to share the 
presence of God in our lives, so send when you can. Here is an uplink so that you can upload your video 
directly to Pastor Sylvia. https://spaces.hightail.com/uplink/sylviamann 

• Prepare your worship area – This week – include some water, and a rock!   As always – if you wish, include a 
candle, flowers, and a cross… Think about a memory – a time that you did not realize God was there with you 
– and then later saw the hand of God in that moment. If you have a photo, or some kind of reminder - include 
that in your worship area – or just write down a brief sentence of phrase about it on a small card or piece of 
paper, and include that…Thank you for your preparation 

We Gather 
Prelude   Music for Meditation     Sandy Gunn  

Responsive Call to Worship    
L: Come and celebrate with a contrite heart 
P: It’s been a tough week. We feel frustrated and exhausted. 
L: Let your needs be known to the Lord, who offers healing balm. 
P: Our bodies, spirits, and our hearts need such comforting. 
L: Feel the power of God’s grace 
P: Wash away our fears and doubts, O Lord. 
L: Rejoice in God’s love for you. 
P: Lord, open our eyes and our hearts to hear and feel your presence with us. 
L: Come, now is the time to worship. 
P: Now is the time of healing, restoration, and hope. AMEN. 
 
 

Opening Prayer (Unison) 
Loving God, we come this day to worship with so many things on our 
hearts and minds. We are drawn away by problems and cares. Heal our 
spirits. Open our hearts. Help us be your disciples. AMEN. 

 

  

https://spaces.hightail.com/uplink/sylviamann


 

Gathering Hymn   Open My Eyes, That I May See 

1. Open my eyes, that I may see 
glimpses of truth thou hast for me; 
place in my hands the wonderful key 
that shall unclasp and set me free. 
Silently now I wait for thee, 
ready, my God, thy will to see. 
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 
2. Open my ears, that I may hear 
voices of truth thou sendest clear; 
and while the wavenotes fall on my ear, 
everything false will disappear. 
Silently now I wait for thee, 
ready, my God, thy will to see. 
Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 
3. Open my mouth, and let me bear 
gladly the warm truth everywhere; 
open my heart and let me prepare 
love with thy children thus to share. 
Silently now I wait for thee, 
ready, my God, thy will to see. 
Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine!  



 



We Proclaim /God Is Still Speaking 
Welcome and Greetings 

Special Music    

   Children’s Time  The Parable of the Two Sons Saddleback Kids Video  

*Gloria   Glory to the Creator 
The Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
World without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

    



Exodus 17:1-7 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed 
by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was 
no water for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, 
"Give us water to drink." Moses said to them, "Why do you quarrel with me? 
Why do you test the Lord?" But the people thirsted there for water; and the 
people complained against Moses and said, "Why did you bring us out of Egypt, 
to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?" So Moses cried out to the 
Lord, "What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me." 
The Lord said to Moses, "Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the 
elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the 
Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike 
the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink." Moses 
did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and 
Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, "Is the 
Lord among us or not?" 
 

  



Philippians 2:1-13 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be 
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as 
better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to 
the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

   who, though he was in the form of God, 
        did not regard equality with God 
     as something to be exploited, 
        but emptied himself, 
     taking the form of a slave, 
        being born in human likeness. 
   And being found in human form, 
     he humbled himself 
        and became obedient to the point of death— 
     even death on a cross. 
 
  Therefore God also highly exalted him 
     and gave him the name 
   that is above every name, 
     so that at the name of Jesus 
   every knee should bend, 
     in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
   and every tongue should confess 
     that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both 
to will and to work for his good pleasure.  



Matthew 21:23-32 
 
When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing 
these things, and who gave you this authority?" Jesus said to them, "I will also 
ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what 
authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was 
it of human origin?" And they argued with one another, "If we say, 'From 
heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why then did you not believe him?' But if we say, 'Of 
human origin', we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet." So 
they answered Jesus, "We do not know." And he said to them, "Neither will I 
tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 
"What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 'Son, 
go and work in the vineyard today.' He answered, 'I will not'; but later he 
changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; 
and he answered, 'I go, sir'; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of 
his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I tell you, the tax-
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, 
but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw 
it, you did not change your minds and believe him." 
 
Sermon   “Water from the Rock"  Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann 
    
     



We Respond/Supporting God’s Mission 

Invitation to the Offering  
 Invitation to the Offering  
 Please remember to send your offerings in so that we can continue our 
 ministries. There are many ways to send your support. 
 You can send your regular tithes and offerings – and you can also give to the 
 “Children’s Offering”, which goes to our mission projects, including the Furry 
 Friends Pet Food Bank. (If you want a portion of your offering to be designated as 
 “children’s offering, just write that in the message  area.)  
 Also – if you wish to send an offering to One Great Hour of Sharing, just write 
 OGHS in the memo. If you forget to write a note with the offering – just email us 
 (info@BethelUCCOntario.org) or message us through Facebook. 

 Giving Options:  

 Give online at www.betheluccontario.org, using the 
 yellow “Donate” button. (It will take you to a Paypal 
 screen where you can use a credit or debit card. You do  NOT have to have a 
 Paypal account to use this.  

 Use ZELLE through your bank to transfer your offering to us directly.  
This saves us the small fee (about 2.7%) that PayPal charges us. 
When you use Zelle, we are Bethel Congregational Church/email is 
info@betheluccontario.org) 

 MAIL - Just mail your check to Bethel Congregational   
 Church 536 N Euclid Ave, Ontario CA 91762. 
  

mailto:info@BethelUCCOntario.org
http://www.betheluccontario.org/
mailto:info@betheluccontario.org


Prayer of Confession(Unison) 

Lord of hope and healing, you have heard the cries of our hearts. You know 
that we do want to serve you, and are quick to say yes to you, and yet when 
things get tough, we buckle and cave in, we forget our bold words of 
commitment. We lack the courage and strength to work for you. We are weak 
and are easily drawn away by cares and fears. You have reminded us that you 
will be continually with us and we need to place our trust in that fact. Your love 
will sustain and heal us. Your mercy and grace will give us courage and 
strength, joy and peace. As we have come before you this day, offering our 
prayers for those near and dear to us, let us remember that you constantly lift 
and carry us in your love. Bring us to the knowledge of your mercy and 
powerful love that will never leave us. Prepare us for ministry in areas of need 
and desolation. Heal our spirits and give us the bold courage to truly be your 
disciples. For we ask these things in Jesus’ Name. AMEN. 
 

Words of Assurance  
God knows our hearts and our spirits. God sees our struggles and forgives 
our weakness. Know that it is in God’s healing love that you live and move 
and have your being. Rejoice, for God is with you always. AMEN 

(Let us Invite silence to bring all of our joys and concerns before God) 

 

Prayers – Continue to call to mind the joys and concerns on your heart, as we join 
together in The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, Who art in heaven: Hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done On earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors 
And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

 

  



 

We are Sent/Being The Church 
 

*Singing into Mission   Rain Down  

Rain down, rain down, 
rain down your love on your people. 
Rain down, rain down, 
rain down your love, God of life. 
  
1. Faithful and true is the word of our God; 
all of God's works are so worthy of trust. 
God's mercy falls on the just and the right; 
full of God's love is the earth. 
Rain down, rain down, 
rain down your love on your people. 
Rain down, rain down, 
rain down your love, God of life. 
  
2. We who revere and find hope in our God 
live in the kindness and joy of God's wing. 
God will protect us from darkness and death; 
God will not leave us to starve. 
Rain down, rain down, 
rain down your love on your people. 
Rain down, rain down, 
rain down your love, God of life. 
  
3. God of creation, we long for your truth; 
you are the water of life that we thirst. 
Grant that your love and your peace touch our hearts, 
all of our hope lies in you 
Rain down, rain down, 
rain down your love on your people. 
Rain down, rain down, 
rain down your love, God of life. 
 

(sheet music on next page) 
 
 



 

 
Benediction         Unison 

Go bravely and boldly into this world of confusion and pain.  
Bring God’s healing words of love and forgiveness.  
Know the power of mercy and grace in your life, and use those 
wonderful gifts to serve God by serving the people.  
Go in peace. AMEN. 


