
Read Exodus 17:1-7 

Water From the Rock 

17 The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, 
traveling from place to place as the LORD commanded. They camped at 
Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 So they 
quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” 

Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD 
to the test?” 

3 But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled 
against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to 
make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?” 

4 Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What am I to do with these 
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 

5 The LORD answered Moses, “Go out in front of the people. Take with 
you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with 
which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will stand there before you by the 
rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the 
people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 
7 And he called the place Massah[a] and Meribah[b] because the Israelites 
quarreled and because they tested the LORD saying, “Is the LORD among 
us or not?” 

  



 

• How do you think the elders of Israel replied to Moses’s insistence 
that God was telling him to strike a rock to meet the need of 
having water to drink? Do you think they believed because of 
other instances they had seen God deliver? Do you think they 
believed Moses had finally gone mad?  

• Like last week, this passage also begins with the people 
grumbling. Why do you think they were nostalgic for a period of 
their lives that included slavery and misery (17:3)? [Part of the 
answer is probably that they experienced certainty in Egypt, while 
their current circumstances were constantly perilous. The other 
part is that they seemed to have selective memory, remembering 
only the good aspects while downplaying or forgetting the 
difficult parts.] Why do you think many churches tend to be 
nostalgic for previous times instead of hopeful for what God will 
do in the future? 

• What is missing from this story? [There is no indication of praising 
or celebrating what God has done!] What might that say about 
the relationship between God, Moses, and the people? 

• Did you know that our brains are wired to remember the bad 
times more than celebrate the good times? This tendency kept 
our ancestors safe as they remembered what not to do! (Also, 
think about a child touching a hot stove; he/she will certainly 
remember not to do so again.) What practices can we put in place 
to help us remember and celebrate positive experiences? How is 
this like “striking a rock” in our lives?  

 


