
Bible Study Guide for 17September2020 at Bethel UCC 
Read Exodus 16:2-15 (New International Version) 

2 In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and 
Aaron. 3 The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the Lord’s 
hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food 
we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this 
entire assembly to death.” 

4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaven for 
you. The people are to go out each day and gather enough for that day. 
In this way I will test them and see whether they will follow my 
instructions. 5 On the sixth day they are to prepare what they bring in, 
and that is to be twice as much as they gather on the other days.” 

6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you will 
know that it was the Lord who brought you out of Egypt, 7 and in the 
morning you will see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your 
grumbling against him. Who are we, that you should grumble against 
us?” 8 Moses also said, “You will know that it was the Lord when he 
gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the bread you want in the 
morning, because he has heard your grumbling against him. Who are 
we? You are not grumbling against us, but against the Lord.” 

9 Then Moses told Aaron, “Say to the entire Israelite community, ‘Come 
before the Lord, for he has heard your grumbling.’” 

10 While Aaron was speaking to the whole Israelite community, they 
looked toward the desert, and there was the glory of the Lord 
appearing in the cloud. 

11 The Lord said to Moses, 12 “I have heard the grumbling of the 
Israelites. Tell them, ‘At twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning 
you will be filled with bread. Then you will know that I am the Lord your 
God.’” 

 



13 That evening quail came and covered the camp, and in the morning 
there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14 When the dew was gone, 
thin flakes like frost on the ground appeared on the desert floor. 15 
When the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, “What is it?” For 
they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread the 
Lord has given you to eat. 

1. The last two weeks in our lectionary readings, we saw mighty acts of 
deliverance by God on behalf of the Hebrew people.  

What do you imagine has taken place for the people now to be 
grumbling against Moses and Aaron (16:2)? [Six weeks in the 
wilderness and unsure of where the next meal would come from 
could make any of us hungry and scared.] 

2. Why is it fitting for the manna to be given daily? [Reinforces the need 
for daily dependence.]  

How did God provide such that they could keep the Sabbath? Why 
was that so important? [It reinforces the need for rest and a time 
to reflect on God as provider.] 

How is “manna” (or literally “what is it”) a fitting description for 
this bread-like substance? [It seemed to defy their expectations.] 

How can the question, “What is it that God is doing among us?” 
provide us nourishment on our journey? 

3. If a friend asked you tomorrow, “What is God doing now?” how 
would you answer? 

4. How can you express your gratitude this week for what God has done 
and is doing among us? 


