
Read Matthew 16:13-20 

Matthew 16:13-20 

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they 
said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the 
Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, 
but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock[c] I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered 
the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

DISCUSSION 

1   What do we already know about the area of Caesarea Philippi?  

• This area was a gentile city at the northern boundary of ancient 
Israel a perfect sight For Jesus to discuss his identity with the 
disciples and it may prefigure in the mission to the gentiles . 

• It was full of temples to various gods. It is the perfect backdrop for 
Jesus to ask his disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” What do 
we learn about Jesus from this passage? 

2.   What do you think Jesus means by declaring to Peter, “on this rock I 
will build my church (v. 18)? [From verse 17, we can discern that it is 
the revelation of who Jesus is, “the Messiah, the Son of the Living God.” 
That is the foundation of the church.] How is this transformative to 
Peter? To all disciples?  

• Greek of this period used “Petros” (Peter’s name) was used 
interchangeably with petra (“rock”). 



• Of interest – while Peter was a “rock” in his role of proclaiming 
Jesus to be the Christ – he also becomes something of a stumbling 
block later in the chapter (vs. 22-23) when Jesus is foretelling His 
death and resurrection and Peter says “God forbid it…” and Jesus 
rebukes Peter… 

• 21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he 
must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the 
third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen 
to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, 
Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your 
mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

3. Why not tell anyone? 

• This probably has to do with something called the “messianic 
secret” . In Mediterranean society the honorable man did not 
directly boast unless it could be justified as necessary .  

• Some suggest that in the culture and time and according to the 
teachings,  direct messianic claims were not to be made until God 
had publicly vindicated the claimants (perhaps in Jesus case, by 
resurrection).  

• More generally, healers and leaders drew impossibly large crowds 
and political deliverers risk being viewed as a threat and hunted 
down by the Romans prematurely.  

• Remember – Jesus was constantly asking who people said he 
was… He was not constantly claiming to be Messiah. He basically 
let his followers figure  it out , by virtue of how He fulfilled 
prophecy, and by His ministry.  

4.    How is declaring Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of the Living God, 
not just something Christians do with their lips, but with their lives? 


