
Bethel Online –9th Sunday after Pentecost – August 2, 2020 
Holy Communion 

Prepare: 
• This Sunday, August 2, we will share Holy Communion in morning worship. Those who are blessing and 

receiving the sacrament at home, please prepare a slice or small loaf of bread, corn tortilla, or rice cake 
or what is sacramental and joyful — even warm brownies — to share and a cup or small cups of juice — 
perhaps grape or cranberry — or wine, with or without alcohol. We look forward to being with you at the 
table. 

• I again invite you to send in short sharing stories (written or video) of experiencing God and connection 
(to God - to each other) during the quarantine. Some of these may be included in our worship video (with 
your permission). Please send these by noon on Saturday August 1st so that Pastor Sylvia can place them 
into our video! If you don't make it in time for this week - don't worry – we love to share the presence of 
God in our lives, so send when you can. Here is an uplink so that you can upload your video directly to 
Pastor Sylvia. https://spaces.hightail.com/uplink/sylviamann 

• Prepare your worship area – a candle, flower, As always, if possible, place a cross in your worship area 
today. If you do not have a wooden or metal cross, it can be a picture or a necklace, even a keychain fob. 
Just something to remind you of the cross. If have flowers you could decorate the cross! Think about a 
memory – a time that you did not realize God was there with you – and then later saw the hand of God in 
that moment. If you have a photo, or some kind of reminder (a keepsake?), include that in your worship 
area – or just write down a brief sentence of phrase about it on a small card or piece of paper, and 
include that…   

• Thank you for your preparation. 

We Gather 
Prelude   Music for Meditation     Sandy Gunn  

Responsive Call to Worship    
 

L: Come, all who are hungry and thirsty.  
Come and celebrate the good news of God’s love. 
P: We come, bearing burdens and worries. 
L: God will give you healing and fill your souls with joy. 
We are no longer strangers. 
P: We are community, gathered, forgiven and loved. 
L: Our Lord joins us in this feast and celebration. 
P: Lord, we come with open hearts and spirits to receive your gracious gift 
 

Opening Prayer (Responsive) 
Leader: God, you see us.  
                  You see our struggles, 
                    You see our difficulties.  
All:             You see our possibilities, 
               You see our promise.  
 

https://spaces.hightail.com/uplink/sylviamann


Leader: Connect the dots for us, O God.  
                   Soften the hard spots with your blessing. 
All:  Call us in our wandering to hear you say our names.  
     Satisfy our longings as with loaves and fishes and manna from  
  heaven.  
Leader:  For you are a good God, a God present in the scramble, 
               And in the end, you always, always have a blessing.  
All:          For this and so much more, 
                 we give you thanks, through Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn   Let Us Break Bread Together  

1 Let us break bread together on our knees; 
let us break bread together on our knees. 
Refrain: When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, 
My God, have mercy on me. 
2 Let us drink wine together on our knees; 
let us drink wine together on our knees. [Refrain] 
3 Let us praise God together on our knees; 

 let us praise God together on our knees. [Refrain] 
 

 
      

  



We Proclaim /God Is Still Speaking  
Welcome and Greetings 

Special Music   Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying Perry V Hayes 

Children’s Time  Peter Heals a Beggar Who Can’t Walk      Saddleback Kids Video  

*Gloria   Glory to the Creator 
The Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
World without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

    



Isaiah 55:1-5      Rev. Heather Miner 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, 
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without 
price. Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your 
labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is 
good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 

Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make 
with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 

See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the 
peoples. 

See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not 
know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of 
Israel, for he has glorified you. 

Matthew 14:13-21 
 
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted 
place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot 
from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had 
compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples 
came to him and said, "This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; 
send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves." Jesus said to them, "They need not go away; you give them 
something to eat." They replied, "We have nothing here but five loaves and 
two fish." And he said, "Bring them here to me." Then he ordered the crowds 
to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked 
up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the 
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were 
filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve 
baskets full. And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides 
women and children. 
 
Sermon   “Feeding the 5000”  Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann 
    
     



We Respond/Supporting God’s Mission 

Invitation to the Offering  
 Invitation to the Offering  
 Please remember to send your offerings in so that we can continue our 
 ministries. There are many ways to send your support. 
 You can send your regular tithes and offerings – and you can also give to the 
 “Children’s Offering”, which goes to our mission projects, including the  Furry 
 Friends Pet Food Bank. (If you want a portion of your offering to be  designated 
as “children’s offering, just write that in the message  area.)  
 Also – if you wish to send an offering to One Great Hour of Sharing, just write 
 OGHS in the memo. If you forget to write a note with the offering – just email us 
 (info@BethelUCCOntario.org) or message us through Facebook. 

 Giving Options:  

 Give online at www.betheluccontario.org, using the 
 yellow “Donate” button. (It will take you to a Paypal 
 screen where you can use a credit or debit card. You do  NOT have to have a 
 Paypal account to use this.  

 Use ZELLE through your bank to transfer your offering to us directly.  
This saves us the small fee (about 2.7%) that PayPal charges us. 
When you use Zelle, we are Bethel Congregational Church/email 

is info@betheluccontario.org) 

 MAIL - Just mail your check to Bethel Congregational   
 Church 536 N Euclid Ave, Ontario CA 91762. 
  

mailto:info@BethelUCCOntario.org
http://www.betheluccontario.org/
mailto:info@betheluccontario.org


Prayer of the People (Unison) 
O God, hear our cries: 
for those who hunger, and those who are full; 
for those who need you desperately, and those who feel no need for you; 
for those who wrestle with the impact of being your blessed children; 
for those who are unaware of your offered blessing; 
and for concerns that are too difficult to express. 
Hear our cries, O God of our salvation. Amen. 
Words of Assurance  

Hear the good news. 
God's mercy is plentiful, and God's grace is abundant. 
Receive the bread of forgiveness and steadfast love.  
(Let us Invite silence) 

Prayers – Continue to call to mind the joys and concerns on your heart, as we join 
together in The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, Who art in heaven: Hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done On earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors 
And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen 

 

Hymn of Commitment Take Our Bread 

Refrain: Take our bread, we ask you; take our hearts, we love you.  
Take our lives, O Father; we are yours, we are yours.  
1. Yours as we stand at the table you set;  
 Yours as we eat the bread our hearts can't forget.  
 We are the sign of your life with us yet,  
 We are yours, we are yours. (Refrain)  
2. Your holy people standing washed in your blood,  
 Spirit filled yet hungry we await your food.  
 We are poor, but we've brought ourselves the best we could;  
 We are yours, we are yours. (Refrain) 

(sheet music below) 



 

 

  



Celebration of Holy Communion 

Invitation 

Christ’s invitation is simple — sit down where you are. 

You don’t need to run off somewhere else — 
not a nearby village market or a familiar sanctuary, 
communion is where you are — sit down. 

The disciples complained — 
it is a deserted place and the hour is late. 
Jesus said, “They need not go away.” 

No one needs to go away. 
No one is deserted and no one is late — 
not you who are alone, because you are vulnerable to virus 
or you who would feel alone even in a not-distancing crowd 
because something has made your life a wilderness. 

Jesus has compassion on every crowd, 
healing them, even the hungers, 
one by one by one. 

Here is green grass, 
someone to help you sit down, 
someone to help you stand up again, 
someone to bless Communion, 
so it will be enough, 
and break it into pieces you can handle. 

Sit down where you are. 

  



Prayer of Consecration 

Leader: In the story about feeding a multitude, Jesus asked that people bring 
to him what they had. You have done that today. In your many kitchens and 
living rooms, rest your hands lightly upon these elements which we set aside 
today to be a sacrament. We ask God’s blessing on them to make them 
enough and also to make them abundant for us and for all those who are in 
our prayers this morning. 

Unison: God of compassion, you bless and break everything we are and 
everything we bring to you. Our deep scarcity becomes enough to sustain 
us, and then our “enough” becomes an abundance we could never imagine. 
We pray that your Spirit of life and love, of tenderness and power, rest 
upon every bread and every cup, that they may feed the inmost need of 
each child of God and pour forth a grace that can change the world. Risen 
Christ, live in us, that we may live in you. Amen. 

Words of Remembering 
Leader: We remember the Creator 
fed the aurora borealis and ocean depths, 
pterodactyls and diatoms, 
all we see now that grows and breathes, 
all that swims, swarms, slithers, 
all that runs, flies, leaps and loves. 

We remember Jesus Christ 
played vintner at a wedding feast, 
rubbed elbows with Zacchaeus’ friends, 
taught the disciples they should not substitute 
anything like stone or snake for really important menus 
like reduced lunch, soup kitchen food pantry or meals on wheels, 

and, in the midst of profound grief for cousin John’s death, 
expanded the disciples’ understanding 
of the hope recipe in bread crust and fish scraps, 
and then, when they forgot … did it again. 



We always remember a Passover in Jerusalem 
when Jesus borrowed an upper room, 
soaked and scrubbed the tired feet of others, 
and explained that there is 
a God-shaped hole in everyone’s belly 
and Jesus would fill it with love. 

Remembering is beautiful, 
but there is not much taste in it. 
Let us stop running to nearby villages 
with our hunger and thirst, 
and sit down here and now, 
to eat and drink, be blessed and broken. 

Sharing of the Elements 
Leader: The bread on your table is blessed and broken 
      like the picnic of grace. 
Unison: Sharing love, we will never be hungry. (share the bread) 
Leader: The cup on your table is blessed and shared 
      like the overflowing of tears and joy 
Unison: Drinking deeply, we will never thirst. (share the juice) 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Leader: In thanksgiving for the meal that heals yesterday and the unexpected 
grace that empowers tomorrow, we pray for the wisdom to give away as fast 
as possible some twelve baskets of leftovers … 

O Holy One, as we received this sacrament in the holy dispersion of virtual 
worship, (and the holy distancing in church pews), we thought we 
“ordered” from a select gourmet menu, and never expected to become the 
curbside pickup of your love and justice, of your compassion and courage, 
of your hope and healing for all of your children who need a meal in a 
deserted place. Help us gather the leftovers from the miracles in our lives 
and give them away. Amen.  



We are Sent/Being The Church 
 

*Singing into Mission   The Gift of Love   

1 Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift of all inspire, 
and have not love, my words are vain, as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 
 

2 Though I may give all I possess, and striving so my love profess, 
but not be given by love within, the profit soon turns strangely thin. 
 

3 Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, our spirits long to be made whole. 
Let inward love guide every deed; by this we worship, and are freed. 
 

(sheet music below) 
 

 



 

Benediction         Unison 
God’s peace: carry, keep and hold you.  
God’s love: nourish, bless and enfold you. 
God’s spirit: inspire, lift and mold you. 
 
Almighty God: Triune, holy and blessed 
Be with you now and forever.  Amen. 


