
Bethel Online –6th Sunday after Pentecost - July 12, 2020 
Nothing Can Separate Us – “Set Your Mind” 

Prepare: 
• I invite you to send in short video sharing stories of experiencing God and connection (to God - to each 

other) during the quarantine. ( What is it about our/your relationship with God that speaks loudly of 
connection?) These will be included in our worship video. Please send these by noon on Saturday 
January 11th so that Pastor Sylvia can place them into our video!  

• Prepare your worship area – a candle, flower or small seedling plant, and if possible, place a cross in 
your worship area today. If you do not have a wooden or metal cross, it can be a picture or a necklace, 
even a keychain fob. Just something to remind you of the cross. If have flowers you could decorate the 
cross!  

• In addition - this Sunday we will have a segment to celebrate God's creation and gift to us of the Word. 
It will affirm God's word and the call to nuture it within. Please make some preparations to prepare to 
plant seeds or seedlings with small flower pots or paper cups, soil, water and seeds. We may be able to 
provide some small "kits" - watch this space for more info! 

• Thank you for your preparation.. 

We Gather 
Prelude   Music for Meditation     Sandy Gunn  

*Call to Worship (Matthew 11:16-19)   Responsive 
 

LEADER: Life-Giving God, you have called us to the fountain of new life, new 
vision, new hope, new fellowship with you and with one another. 
ALL: We come rejoicing! You kept your promise. 

LEADER: Faithful God, you promised never to leave or forsake us. 
ALL: We come in victory! You kept your promise. 

LEADER: All-Powerful, Sustaining God, you promised to set us free from the 
law of sin and death. 
ALL: We come with hearts of thanksgiving and our minds are stayed on 
you because you kept your promise. Hallelujah! 

*Gathering Hymn   You Are Mine   

1. I will come to you in the silence,  
    I will lift you from all your fear. 
    You will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice,  
    be still and know I am here.  
2. I am hope for all who are hopeless,  
    I am eyes for all who long to see.  
    In the shadows of the night, I will be your light,  
    come and rest in me.  
 



REFRAIN: 
Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name. 
Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine.  
 

3. I am strength for all the despairing,  
    healing for the ones who dwell in shame.  
    All the blind will see, the lame will all run free,  
    and all will know my name. 
 

   Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name. 
  Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine.  

4. I am the Word that leads all to freedom,  
    I am the peace the world cannot give. I will call your name,  
    embracing all your pain, stand up, now walk, and live! 
 

   Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name. 
   Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine. 

(sheet music below for those who would like it!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
      



Opening Prayer (Unison) 
God, let us count the ways you never leave us.  
Your Light of Day greeted us this morning.  
The smell of the crisp air of a new day.  
The melody of the birds whispered your love in our ears.  
These are among the Good Morning gifts we give thanks for.  
Another day in your Precious Presence. 
 

Come what may this day, angry traffic, angry words, paved or unpaved 
roads, we will praise your Holy Name and remain connected to you 
and to one another!  
And so we greet you this day with shouts of joy and thanksgiving. 
Amen.  

We Proclaim /God Is Still Speaking  
Welcome and Greetings 
Special Music  Deanna Morrison  
Children’s Time  The Farmer and the Seeds Saddleback Kids   
*Gloria   Glory to the Creator 

The Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
World without end, Amen, Amen. 

                 



Isaiah 55:10-13      

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
   and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
   giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
   it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
   and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 

For you shall go out in joy, 
   and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
   shall burst into song, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
   instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
   for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 
Romans 8:1-11        

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law 
of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, 
could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to 
deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of 
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their 
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit 
set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is 
death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the 
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's 
law — indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 



But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised 
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 
give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

Gospel Reading   Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. Such 
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, 
while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things 
in parables, saying: "Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, 
some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other 
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, 
they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other 
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other 
seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen! 
 

"Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what 
was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures 
only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the 
word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among 
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and 
the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what 
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands 
it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty." 

Sermon  Nothing Can Separate Us – “Set Your Mind”  Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann  



We Respond/Supporting God’s Mission 

Invitation to the Offering  
 Invitation to the Offering  
 Please remember to send your offerings in so that we can continue our 
 ministries. There are many ways to send your support. 
 You can send your regular tithes and offerings – and you can also give to the 
 “Children’s Offering”, which goes to our mission projects, including the 
 Furry  Friends Pet Food Bank. (If you want a portion of your offering to be 
 designated as “children’s offering, just write that in the message  area.)  
 Also – if you wish to send an offering to One Great Hour of Sharing, just write 
 OGHS in the memo. If you forget to write a note with the offering – just email us 
 (info@BethelUCCOntario.org) or message us through Facebook. 

 Giving Options:  

 Give online at www.betheluccontario.org, using the 
 yellow “Donate” button. (It will take you to a Paypal 
 screen where you can use a credit or debit card. You do  NOT have to have a 
 Paypal account to use this.  

 Use ZELLE through your bank to transfer your offering to us directly.  
This saves us the small fee (about 2.7%) that PayPal charges us. 
When you use Zelle, we are Bethel Congregational 
Church/email is info@betheluccontario.org) 

 MAIL - Just mail your check to Bethel Congregational  
  Church 536 N Euclid Ave, Ontario CA 91762. 
  

mailto:info@BethelUCCOntario.org
http://www.betheluccontario.org/
mailto:info@betheluccontario.org


Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
God of the universe, we come to worship this morning, longing to set our 
minds on the Holy Spirit, to live with Christ within us. We have not always 
made room for Christ in the clutter of our lives. We have indulged our 
wants so often that too often the voice of the Spirit is downed out. As we 
re-connect with You and with one another, help us to live more in tune with 
the Spirit and to use our resources in a way that reflects that Christ is Lord 
of all our lives. In his holy name, we pray. Amen. 
 

Words of Assurance  
God is preparing us for good things to come. Let us place our trust in 
God who has always loved us and will always love us.  

We claim what the apostle Paul teaches:  
the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

We are forgiven and free. 

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus 

AMEN (Let us Invite silence for a time to ponder the contradictions of 
our lives, and our need for God’s generous grace.) 

Prayers – Continue to call to mind the joys and concerns on your heart, as we join 
together in The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, Who art in heaven: Hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done On earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors 
And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
 

Planting Our Seeds 

Leader: Today we worship with our hands as well as our hearts and voices. 
With our hands and the gifts of the earth, we celebrate God’s word given to 
us, planted within us and known to us in our experience of life in creation. 
Let us enjoy the feeling of the earth and connect with God’s creation. 
Our tables are set with soil, seeds, water, and containers to plant the seeds. 
I invite you to plant your seeds or seedlings. (If you have prepared your planting 
project, please plant the seeds or seedlings at this time. If you do not have the supplies 
yet – just enjoy our planting, and create you own at a later time!) 



 
We are Sent/Being The Church 

 
*Singing into Mission   Be Now Our Vision 

Be now my Vision, O God of my heart; 
Nothing surpasses the love you impart; 
You are my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, your presence my light. 
 
Be now my Wisdom, and be my true Word; 
Ever within me my soul is assured; 
Mother and Father, you are both to me; 
Now and forever your child I will be. 
 
Riches I heed not, nor life’s empty praise, 
You my Inheritance, now and always: 
You and you only are first in my heart, 
Great God, my treasure, may we never part. 
 
Riches I heed not, nor life’s empty praise, 
You my Inheritance, now and always: 
You and you only are first in my heart, 
Great God, my treasure, may we never part. 
 

(sheet music below…)



 

  
  



Benediction         Responsive 
Leader: We are all connected to and through the Spirit of God.  
People: We are connected. 
Leader: As you have received the seeds of faith, hope, and love; go now into 
God’s world to scatter the seeds of reconciliation, forgiveness, loving 
connection, and peace.  
People: We will go. 
Leader: Go into God’s world with joy, telling of the good news of God’s 
abundant, lavish love for all creation.  
People: We go to be a witness to all the miraculous possibilities for hope 
and peace.  
AMEN. 
 
 
 

 
 

 


