
Love* 
prevents all sorts of trouble

Bethel Bible Study – May 28, 2020 



The Meaning Of God’s Love

God’s Love Is..

• without any conditions
• eager to build godly character
• confident and assured
• seeks to spread joy
• not “touchy”
• experienced as satisfaction
• gives regularly

The World’s Love is...

• always has some “fine print” in it
• eager to experience pleasure
• always needs to be confirmed
• seeks to receive joy
• often is very sensitive
• is constantly in need of satisfaction
• regularly takes



• We often think of love as the 
starting place for relationships 
with the people that become 
special to us. “Isn’t true love 
wonderful!” we say to ourselves 
and to others. But love also keeps 
difficult situations from becoming 
worse and can even turn bad 
situations around. Can you recall 
an example from your life or from 
history where love kept people 
from hurting each other?

What can it do?



Read I Peter 4:8, Proverbs 10:12 & 17:9 

• 8 Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for 
love covers a multitude of sins.  

1 Peter 4:8 New Revised 
Standard Version (NRSV)

• 12 Hatred stirs up strife,
but love covers all offenses.

Proverbs 10:12 New 
Revised Standard Version 

(NRSV)

• 9 One who forgives an affront fosters friendship,
but one who dwells on disputes will alienate a friend.

Proverbs 17:9 New 
Revised Standard Version 

(NRSV)



What does 
love 

“cover”?

• The phrase “covers over” 
means “to build a bridge over” 
or to “obscure with a 
covering.” Suggest what 
specific things might be 
“covered over” by love as 
indicated by these verses. Try 
to think of things from 
everyday life:



Read Colossians 3:14 and I John 4:16. 

Colossians 3:14 
New Revised 

Standard Version 
(NRSV)

14 Above all, clothe 
yourselves with 

love, which binds 
everything together 
in perfect harmony. 

1 John 4:16 New 
Revised Standard 
Version (NRSV)

16 So we have 
known and believe 
the love that God 

has for us.

God is love, and 
those who abide in 
love abide in God, 
and God abides in 

them. 



Agape

• When the Bible says we are to 
love others, it usually uses the 
word “agape” which means 
love that has no conditions, no 
limits, no deadlines. It is a 
love that does not quit. In your 
own words, describe the 
importance of the role this 
love can play in our everyday 
relationships:



Read I John 4:19 and I Thessalonians 3:12.

1 John 4:19 New Revised 
Standard Version (NRSV)

• 19 We love because he first 
loved us. 

1 Thessalonians 3:12 New 
Revised Standard Version 

(NRSV)

• 12 And may the Lord make 
you increase and abound in 
love for one another and for 
all, just as we abound in 
love for you. 



Where does 
love come 

from?

• Where do the Apostles John 
and Paul expect the ability to 
love – love in the face of 
antagonism and hatred – to 
come from?



What are some of the 
blessings that come to 

those who practice 
sincere, genuine love of 

those around them – even 
those that might be 

called enemies?

• 10 Whoever loves a brother or sister lives in the light, 
and in such a person there is no cause for stumbling. 

1 John 2:10 New Revised Standard 
Version (NRSV)

• 8 Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know 
that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge puffs 
up, but love builds up.

1 Corinthians 8:1 New Revised 
Standard Version (NRSV)

• 8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; 
for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law

Romans 13:8 New Revised Standard 
Version (NRSV)

• 41 For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of 
water to drink because you bear the name of Christ 
will by no means lose the reward. 

Mark 9:41 New Revised Standard 
Version (NRSV)



Is it possible 
to walk with 
God and not 

love our 
brother?

• 1 John 2:9 New Revised Standard 
Version (NRSV)

• 9 Whoever says, “I am in the light,” 
while hating a brother or sister, is 
still in the darkness. 

• Is it possible to walk with God and 
not love our brother? If we hate 
someone, what is true of our love?



Is Love Strong Enough?

After examining the 
various passages that 

speak of the priority of 
love, do you think love 

is strong enough to 
overcome hate?

Can it prevent evil?
Can this type of love 

stop people from 
harming each other?



Focus and food for thought and prayer

When we have a fever, we reach for 
the aspirin (or its substitute); when 
we are thirsty, we reach for a glass 
of refreshing beverage; when we 

have a cut on our hand, we look for 
a bandage. If we have an outbreak 
of hate or contention, should we 

not look for love?  

Is there someone within your world 
that could and should be receiving 

your love – but is not? Give this 
some thought, and ask the Lord for 
that extra measure of love here. If 
you are not short of love this week, 

then thank God for the love you 
have and consider asking God to 
make your love to abound even 

more freely to others.
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