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KEY VERSE: “How good and pleasant it is when 
brothers live together in unity!” Psalm 133: 1

Most of us have experienced 
conflict in a variety of settings 

(ministry, or even 
personal/family/work), whether it 
be two individuals quarreling over 
the decorations in a classroom, to 

political disagreements, to a 
church split over some “major” 

doctrine. 

We can all identify with the basic 
feelings that come with such a 

painful event. But many (most/all?) 
of these quarrels are ended in a 
wonderful way when someone 

decides to pursue love. Describe 
some of the things that go on in 

your heart and mind when a 
conflict is resolved:



Resolution?

• In situations like the ones 
mentioned above, does 
resolution of the conflict just 
happen? If not, what does it 
take to bring about resolution 
and where does its motivation 
and/ or power come from?



What makes Christian Unity work?

In the following 
passage are 

mentioned some of 
the things that make 
Christian unity work. 

While they do not 
cause Christian unity, 
they are linked to it:

Philippians 2: 2 -6  then make my joy 
complete by being like- minded, 

having the same love, being one in 
spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of 
selfish ambition or vain conceit, but 
in humility consider others better 

than yourselves. Each of you should 
look not only to your own interests, 
but also to the interests of others. 
Your attitude should be the same as 
that of Christ Jesus: Who humbled 
himself and became obedient to 
death– even death on a cross!

Identify as many unity 
factors as you can find...



“That they may be one…” 

• Read John 17: 20- 23  
• “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will 

believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, 
Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in 
us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have 
given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as 
we are one:  I in them and you in me. May they be brought to 
complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have 
loved them even as you have loved me.”



Love and 
Unity

According to this passage, where does 
unity actually come from?

How many times does Jesus pray that the 
believers will be unified in just this one 
passage?

What is supposed to be the result of the 
unity of believers that Jesus asks for?

What do you think is the relationship 
between love and unity (especially as 
shown at the end of the passage)?



What do you think?

Is unity a promise from 
God that we claim 
(something like we 

claim eternal life based 
on Jesus’ sacrifice) 

Or is it a principle 
which we apply (such as 
sowing what we wish to 

reap) ?

Something else?



Prayer

Take a few 
moments to 

pray for unity

And…our joys 
and concerns -
prayer requests
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