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Bible Study



Definition

• [Unity is the state of mind and heart in which two or more 
people experience a common purpose and work together by a 
common set of principles toward the same basic goals. The 
presence of unity does not presume or even require some level 
of uniformity. It does, however, require harmony -- in much 
the same manner as the singers in a choir all sing but not the 
same notes]



Getting started

During the next few minutes, give some examples of the various ways our culture 
encourages divisions, disputes, and negative divisive types of competition:

What are some the things you like best about unity* when you experience it in your 
home, business or church?

What do you think: Is it man's natural inclination to practice unity? Why or why not? 



Read I Corinthians 1:10

10 Now I appeal to you, brothers 
and sisters, by the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 
be in agreement and that there 
be no divisions among you, but 
that you be united in the same 
mind and the same purpose.

List the several exhortations 
Paul gives in this passage

Given the strength of the 
statements made in this 

passage, do you think Paul 
actually believes the 

Corinthians can carry them 
out? Why or why not?



Read…

• Philippians 2:2 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) make my joy complete: 
be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind. 

• Ephesians 4:1-6 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) I therefore, the 
prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 
with one another in love, 3 making every effort to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to the one hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one 
God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.



Read…

• Colossians 3:12-15 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) As 
God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear 
with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against 
another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, 
so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with 
love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And 
let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in the one body. And be thankful. 



Based on the readings…

Is unity something that 
just “happens”, or is 
there some human 
effort involved in 

receiving it?

Once unity is acquired, 
is there anything that 
ought to be done to 

maintain it? If so, what 
would that be?

What role does the 
Holy Spirit seem to 

play in the 
preservation of unity 

in the Church?



Read Romans 16:17-20

Romans 16:17-20 New Revised Standard Version 
(NRSV) I urge you, brothers and sisters, to keep an 
eye on those who cause dissensions and offenses, in 
opposition to the teaching that you have learned; 
avoid them. For such people do not serve our Lord 
Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk 
and flattery they deceive the hearts of the simple-
minded. For while your obedience is known to all, 
so that I rejoice over you, I want you to be wise in 
what is good and guileless in what is evil. The God 
of peace will shortly crush Satan under your feet. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.



Insights from 
the Romans 

reading….

(This brief paragraph gives us some clues 
about the nature and practice of unity in 
the Church)

What are we to watch out for and what 
do we do with it when we spot it?

What is the role of the Lord Jesus Christ 
in the preservation of unity?

How important is staying with the 
teachings of the Bible in the endeavor to 
preserve unity?



Discussion…

• What do you think is the greatest threat to the unity of the church 
today?

• Share one insight that the Holy Spirit has spoken to you about 
concerning the subject of unity... or

• Share one area in which the Holy Spirit is saying to you, “Here is 
how you can help Me maintain unity in the Body...!”
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