
A Surprising Confession 

Mark 15:38-41 New International Version (NIV) 

38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who 
stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died,[a] he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!” 

40 Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James the younger and of Joseph,[b] and Salome. 41 In Galilee these women had 
followed him and cared for his needs. Many other women who had come up with him to 
Jerusalem were also there. 

In what ways can religion blind you from recognizing God? 
 

In the 1997 movie Good Will Hunting, 20-year-old Will Hunting is a self-taught genius 
who works as a janitor at MIT. One day, he anonymously solves a diffi- cult mathematics 
problem Professor Ger- ald Lambeau had posted as a challenge to his graduate students. 
This stuns the students and Lambeau. The premise of the movie’s introduction is quite 
simple: Sometimes the most unlikely of sources discovers and proclaims truth. In Mark’s 
Gospel account of Jesus’ crucifixion, the centurion’s proclamation, “This man was certainly 
God’s Son,” came from a most unlikely source (Mark 15:39). 

During the days of Jesus, a centurion was a professional officer of the Roman army. 
Typically, a centurion had author- ity over a century, or around 100 infan- trymen. These 
soldiers were known as legionaries. Additionally, such a century might have multiple 
centurions, each with different levels of seniority within the ranks of the soldiers. Generally, 
cen- turions of lower seniority were tasked with the responsibility of execution. Thus, the 
centurion mentioned in this passage was most likely one of lower seniority. His confession 
is an important declaration in the Gospel of Mark. 
The phrase “God’s Son” or “Son of God” appears four times in Mark’s Gos- pel. It first 
appears at the beginning of Mark as an explanation of its plot (Mark 1:1). It then appears in 
Mark 3:11; 5:7, where the focus is on demonic spirits acknowledging Jesus Christ as the 
Son of God. The fourth time it appears is in this passage. Interestingly, then, only one per- son 
confesses Christ as the Son of God throughout the entire Gospel of Mark. 
 Unlike Matthew, where an Israelite professes Jesus as the Son of God (Mat- thew 
16:16), Mark presents a Gentile as the one who recognizes and professes Jesus as the Son 
of God. And he was not just any Gentile, but a Roman centurion, whom the Israelites would 
have despised because he represented the Roman gov- ernment, which oppressed the 
people of Israel. 
This profession boldly creates a con- trast in the Gospel of Mark, where the people of God 
are consistently unable  to recognize Jesus as the Son of God. Instead, it is a despised 
Gentile who is able to recognize him as the Son of God. That plot point challenges the 
people of God. 
Sometimes, those able to recognize God most clearly are the despised, outcast, and 
disenfranchised. Sometimes, the people unable to recognize God are  those blinded by their 
own religion. The Gospel of Mark challenges us to make sure our religious 
presuppositions do not blind us to the truth and personhood of Jesus Christ, who is the Son 
of God. 

Dear God, open my eyes to see you. Let not religion blind me. You are the Son of God. 
Amen. 
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