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Water From a Rock (Read Exodus 17:1-7)

• 17 The whole Israelite community set out 
from the Desert of Sin, traveling from 
place to place as the LORD commanded. 
They camped at Rephidim, but there was 
no water for the people to drink. 2 So they 
quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us 
water to drink.”

• Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with 
me? Why do you put the LORD to the test?”

• 3 But the people were thirsty for water 
there, and they grumbled against Moses. 
They said, “Why did you bring us up out of 
Egypt to make us and our children and 
livestock die of thirst?”



Moses Cried Out

• 4 Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What am I to do with these 
people? They are almost ready to stone me.”

• 5 The LORD answered Moses, “Go out in front of the people. Take 
with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the 
staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will stand there 
before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will 
come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the 
sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the place Massah[a] and 
Meribah[b] because the Israelites quarreled and because they 
tested the LORD saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+17%3A+1-7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1991a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+17%3A+1-7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1991b


What do we learn from the story?

• Moses knew that even with God’s promise to hold to, it was never 
going to be easy delivering the people from Egypt into the 
Promised Land, particularly bearing in mind the timescale. But he 
probably was not expecting to be accused of attempted murder. In 
the previous chapter the people complained bitterly about the 
scarcity of food compared with that available to them in Egypt, 
and God provided quail and manna to eat. Now they’re a few days 
further on and complaining that Moses has brought them there to 
die!



Problems?

• Problems concerning the provision of food and drink must often 
have arisen during their travels, but this is not a comfortable 
occasion for Moses and he turns to prayer, unlike the people whose 
anger is centred on the one they see as having led them here. And 
God’s solution is for Moses to go out in front of the people, 
asserting his leadership, and in the act of striking the rock with his 
staff (just as he struck the waters of the Nile), God’s power would 
be revealed. In this case it would be water to quench their thirst.



What had happened?

In less than six months the Israelites had witnessed ten 
plagues, the pillar of cloud and fire, the opening and 
closing of the Red Sea, a miraculous sweetening of water 
and the sending of food and meat from heaven, but still 
doubted whether this was where they should be and if God 
was with really with them. That is the reason for Moses 
calling that resting place ‘Massah and Meribah’ meaning 
‘testing and quarrelling’.



Questions

A forty-year journey is 
probably longer than we 

shall ever embark on, or is 
it? Has your life been a 

journey, to new places, new 
relationships, new jobs, new 
churches maybe, and what 

has it taught you?

How easy is it when things go 
wrong in life to start by 

apportioning blame, and not 
simply step back and do like 

Moses, take it to God in 
prayer?

Considering what the people 
had experienced within the last 
few months, what do you think 
was their real problem – was it 

more than a lack of faith in 
Moses’ leadership skills?

We read that the Moses’ staff was 
used to produce water from a 
rock, was transformed into a 

snake and back, and used at the 
parting of the Red Sea, all 

symbolic moments in the Book of 
Exodus. Do objects or symbols play 

an important part spiritually in 
your life?



Water From a Well 
Read John 4:5-42

• This story happens as Jesus takes time out 
from Judaea with his disciples to avoid a 
growing controversy about baptism, and in 
doing so gives himself the opportunity to 
minister to Samaritans, outsiders, who 
were considered enemies of the Jews, 
guilty of bringing racial impurity into the 
Jewish race through intermarriage with 
foreigners following an Assyrian invasion of 
Samaria in 720 BC.



If you travelled through Samaria 
from the Dead Sea region to Galilee 

where Jesus was heading, you 
could expect trouble. The historian 

Josephus reported that Jewish 
pilgrims trying to make the journey 
just a few years after Jesus’ death 

were met with violent riots!

Jacob’s well lies at the foot of 
Mount Gerizim, the centre of 

Samaritan worship. It was about 
noon when Jesus and the disciples 
arrived, so the hottest time of the 

day and an unusual time for a 
woman to come to the well for 

water.



Barriers/Fear

Perhaps this Samaritan woman did not 
want to meet the other women of the 
community, who may have shunned her 
because of her past. It is worth being 

reminded that as a Jew, Jesus would not 
have normally spoken to this woman, and 

indeed strict Rabbis forbade another 
Rabbi (or teacher) even greeting a 

woman in public, let alone one who was a 
Samaritan and possibly a serial adulterer.

So firstly, this is about Jesus breaking 
barriers, both historical and cultural. To a 
Jew this was also an shocking story of the 

Son of God, tired and thirsty, doing 
everything a Rabbi shouldn’t in

conversing with a woman considered a 
sinner and an outcast. This is Jesus 

breaking through the invisible but very 
real barrier between the nation of Israel 

and the rest of the world.



Universal Gospel – living water for all

• This is the beginning of the gospel becoming universal, and it 
begins with a conversation about water and being thirsty, which 
Jesus expands into a spiritual picture of ‘living water’. Jews 
understood that phrase, speaking of a thirst for God and 
quenching it with ‘living water’.

• ‘With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.’ (Isaiah 
12:3) ‘Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters…’ (Isaiah 
55:1)



Questions:

This journey seems 
to have been taken 
to avoid a possible 
confrontation with 
the Pharisees. What 
does that tell you 

about Jesus and his 
priorities?

How easy does the 
Church find it to 

break down cultural 
and traditional 

religious barriers in 
order to connect 

with today’s 
outcasts, and who 

might they be?

What do verses 39-42 
have to say about 

how evangelism and 
mission work?

Why is water such a 
good image to use 
when talking about 

the work of the Holy 
Spirit?
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