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The Resurrection and the Life
(Read John 11:1-45)

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and 
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a 
message to Jesus, "Lord, he whom you love is ill." But when Jesus heard it, 
he said, "This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, so 
that the Son of God may be glorified through it." Accordingly, though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was 
ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." The 
disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, 
and are you going there again?" Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours 
of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they 
see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the 
light is not in them."



Sleep or Death?

• After saying this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him." The disciples said 
to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right." 
Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 
thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told 
them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was 
not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him." 
Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, 
"Let us also go, that we may die with him."



Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." Martha said 
to him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on 
the last day." Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and 
the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, 
will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?" She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one 
coming into the world." When she had said this, she went 
back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, "The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you." And when she heard 
it, she got up quickly and went to him.

Do you believe?



Jesus Wept

Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place 
where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and 
said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died." When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her 
also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He 
said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and see." 
Jesus began to weep.



Take Away the Stone

• So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" But some of them 
said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 
have kept this man from dying?" Then Jesus, again greatly 
disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 
lying against it. Jesus said, "Take away the stone."

• Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, "Lord, 
already there is a stench because he has been dead four 
days." Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you 
believed, you would see the glory of God?" So they took away 
the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I thank 
you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, 
but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, 
so that they may believe that you sent me."



Lazarus, Come Out

• When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, 
come out!" The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound 
with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said 
to them, "Unbind him, and let him go." Many of the Jews 
therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus 
did, believed in him.



What do we learn from the story?

There is so much within this 
story, which is about death and 

life, love, compassion, 
friendship, mystery, miracle 

and much more. It’s also about 
a family we meet elsewhere in 

Scripture; 

Mary, Martha and their brother 
Lazarus. The sisters sent word 

to Jesus when Lazarus was 
seriously ill and were 

perplexed by his delay in 
coming to their aid. The 

healing they longed for had 
not occurred.



Setting and Meaning

• We know from their previous meeting when Mary had 
anointed Jesus with oil that these two sisters had very 
different personalities, but in this case their response to 
Jesus’ eventual appearance is identical: ‘If you had been 
here, my brother would not have died’. Jesus simply 
replies that that he had a reason, and through his actions 
God’s glory would be seen.



Beliefs of the time

But for much of the Old Testament there was practically no belief in anything 
resembling a real life after death. In the early days it was a case of all souls of 

the dead went to Sheol, the land of the shades, a kind of subterranean 
underworld. The Babylonians and Greeks had similar beliefs.

To Jesus’ response that her brother would rise again, Martha answers, ‘I know 
he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day’, which affirms her belief 

in orthodox Jewish belief in the life to come. 



Examples

• Psalm 6:5, ‘Among the dead no-one proclaims your name. 
Who praises you from the grave?’

• Isaiah 38:18, ‘For the grave cannot praise you, death 
cannot sing your praise; those who go down to the pit 
cannot hope for your faithfulness.’

• It’s worth remembering that for many centuries people of 
faith lived life, alongside its joys and sorrows, with no 
hope of future reward.



Changes…

Gradually that belief changed, and 
the Psalmist reflected the 

evolution of thought, ‘Yet I am 
always with you; you hold me your 
right hand. You guide me with your 

council, and afterwards you will 
take me into glory. Whom have I in 
heaven but you?’ (Psalm 73:23-25)

Then we reach Job, and despite all 
that was happening in his life, he 

could cry out, ‘I know that my 
redeemer lives, and that in the end 

he will stand on the earth. And 
after my skin has been destroyed, 
yet in my flesh I shall see God…’ 

(Job 19:25,26). Here is the seed of 
Jewish belief in immortality.



And so…

• And so, to Martha’s belief in the life to come, Jesus 
responds, ‘I am the Resurrection and the Life. The one who 
believes in me will live, even though they die’ (v. 25).

• Strangely, considering how important to John’s story this 
miracle is, and that Bethany is also known as Azariyeh
(derived from name Lazarus), it does not appear in any of 
the other gospels, and although there have been attempts 
to explain this, none seem to have been universally 
accepted.



Journey to 
Resurrection 

and Life

This miracle shows not only that 
Jesus power extends over death, but 
it also extends over the process of 
decay, foreseen in a moment of 
insight by the Psalmist, ‘…nor will 
you let your faithful one see decay.’

To John this is such an amazing 
demonstration of the power and 
authority of Jesus that he includes it 
as the seventh and last of his signs 
prior to the cross and resurrection.

It also points to the journey that 
Jesus was making to Jerusalem and 
ultimately a cross, in the light of his 
words to Martha: ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life.’



Questions

Christians today believe that 
there is more than just this 

life on earth, and in this 
belief is our hope for the 
future. Put yourself in the 
position of one of the early 
people of faith for whom 
death held no such hope. 

What would that change in 
your relationship with God?

Jesus did not respond 
quickly to the sister’s 
emergency call. Can 
you understand their 

frustration, and Jesus’ 
reason for this delay?

What does Jesus’ 
claim to be ‘the 

resurrection and the 
life’ mean to you? . 

How does the story 
as a whole speak
into your faith?



To Ponder 
and Pray

Pray for those whose spiritual life has gone 
dry, that their hope and confidence in God 
might be revived in this season of Lent.

'Our Lord has written the promise of 
resurrection, not in books alone, but in 
every leaf in springtime.' (Martin Luther)

'Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope 
for tomorrow. The important thing is not to 
stop questioning.' (Albert Einstein

'God's mercy and grace give me hope - for 
myself, and for our world.' (Billy Graham)
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