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From Death to Life

Bethel Bible 
Study 



KEY VERSE:
‘And if the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead is 
living in you, he who raised 
Christ from the dead will also 
give life to your mortal bodies 
because of his Spirit who lives 
in you.’ (Romans 8:11)

Starter: 
What is 
still on 

your 
“Bucket 
List” of 

things to 
do before 

You Die?



A Valley of Dry Bones   (Read Ezekiel 37:1-4)

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought 
me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in 
the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me 
all round them; there were very many lying in the 
valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, 
can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord God, you 
know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, 
and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will 
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay 
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, 
and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and 
you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord."



BREATH

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I 
prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, 
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I 
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh 
had come upon them, and skin had covered them; 
but there was no breath in them. Then he said to 
me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and 
say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon 
these slain, that they may live." I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.



Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our 
hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am 
going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land 
of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I 
open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, 
and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know 
that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord."

Spirit



What do we learn from the story?

• Now and then Scripture stops talking about the here and now, and 
turns to a picture of what will be, God’s bigger plan. Here we have 
an example of what is called apocalyptic writing, both prophetic 
and visionary, as seen by the writer and then explained. God’s 
picture is revealed through God’s prophet, and here

• it’s Ezekiel who brings us this familiar story of which we have just 
the beginning. He’s not been taken anywhere physical but given a 
vivid inward sense that he’s standing in a valley full of dry, sun-
bleached bones.



Setting and Meaning

• The dry bones are the people of Israel, exiled, seemingly 
without hope or a spark of faith.

• The northern kingdom had been destroyed by Assyria 
around 150 years earlier, its people taken into captivity. 
Now Judah had been crushed by Babylon, Jerusalem 
ransacked and set alight, and the temple of God 
destroyed.

• They wondered how God could ever restore them as a 
nation again; ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is 
gone; we are cut off’ (Ezekiel 37:11)



Ezekiel’s task is to prophesy to a people who have lost 
their vision of God’s bigger picture, of the restoration 
of a nation. The command to prophesy to these dry 
bones is echoed in Jesus’ words in John 5:25, ‘Very 
truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come 
when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God 
and those who hear will live.’

The task of the prophet



God’s Message

God’s message is 
meant to encourage 

and build up the 
people, and the final 

verses (12-14) 

tell them that he will 
bring them back to 

the land of Israel, put 
his Spirit within them 

and they will live!



Questions

How does this story 
speak to you…is it 

just about a nation, 
or can it speak to the 

individual? 

What can make faith go 
dry?

Many people today 
would see themselves as 

part of a scattered 
population like those in 
our story, refugees from 

civil wars or religious 
persecution. 

Should we be more open 
in accepting such people, 
offering home and hope 
where there is little 
chance of them being 
able to return to the 
place of their birth?



The Spirit Gives Life
Read Romans 8:6-11

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it 
does not submit to God's law — indeed it cannot, and 
those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, 
since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 
him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead 
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies 
also through his Spirit that dwells in you.



What do we learn?

The Exodus reading could be 
said to be about death to life, 

at least spiritually for the 
people of Israel, and here again 

the theme surfaces as Paul 
contrasts two ways of life going 

in opposite directions.

There’s the life dominated by 
self and selfish ambition to the 

exclusion of all else, and there’s 
the life dominated by God’s 

Spirit and focussed on 
obedience to the will of Christ. 
One, says Paul, is on the way to 

death and the other to life.



What else?

To have a totally self-centred life 
is to exclude God, and over time 
the distance between us can only 

increase to the point, says one 
commentator, of spiritual suicide, 

as God effectively becomes an 
enemy against whom there is no 

chance of victory.

By way of contrast, the Spirit-
controlled person is already living 
in God’s Kingdom whilst still here 

on earth, walking with and 
drawing closer to God on a daily 
basis, with Jesus’ resurrection a 

guarantee of the future 
resurrection of their body.



Questions

Paul contrasts two 
ways of life. Is it as 
simple as that or is 
Paul using extremes 
to make his point, 
do you think?

01
How easy is it 
inhabiting a broadly 
secular world and 
yet trying to live a 
life worthy of God’s 
Kingdom?

02
It’s often said that 
Christians are an 
‘Easter People’, but 
what do you 
understand by that 
term?

03
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