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Prelude Music
please use the music of the prelude 

to quietly prepare yourself for 
worship in this sacred space
No matter who you are or 

where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here

February 23, 2020 

Transfiguration Sunday
"From the Mountaintop"



Call to Worship – Responsive
As God called to Moses from the mountain,
we are called to be God’s people.
As Jesus called the disciples to climb with him
to the peak of  another mountain,
we are called to follow wherever he leads.
As the disciples stood in awe 
at the sound of  God’s voice,
we are called to worship in wonder and praise.



Invocation 



Gathering Hymn

We Have Come at 
Christ’s Own Bidding

NCH 182



We have come at Christ’s own bidding 
to this high and holy place,

where we wait with hope and longing 
for some token of God’s grace.

Here we pray for new assurance 
that our faith is not in vain,

searching like those first disciples 
for a sign both clear and plain.

We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding



Light breaks through our clouds and shadows,
splendor bathes the flesh-joined Word,

Moses and Elijah marvel 
as the heavenly voice is heard.

Eyes and hearts behold with wonder 
how the Law and Prophets meet:

Christ with garments drenched in brightness,
stands transfigured and complete.



Strengthened by this glimpse of glory, 
fearful lest our faith decline,

We, like Peter, find it tempting 
to remain and build a shrine.

But true worship gives us courage 
to proclaim what we profess,

That our daily lives may prove us 
people of the God we bless.



Welcome, Greetings and Key 
Announcements!

(Be sure to check your bulletin for special announcements –
and KEEP it as a reference)

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here.



Children’s Time



Gloria (#759, NCH)
Glory to the Creator
the Christ, the Holy Spirit, Three in One
As it was in the beginning
Is now and ever shall be,
World without end, Amen, Amen



A Reading from the 
Hebrew Scriptures

Exodus 24:12-18
Virginia Shannon



The LORD said to Moses, "Come up to 
me on the mountain, and wait there; and 
I will give you the tablets of stone, with 
the law and the commandment, which I 
have written for their instruction." So 
Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, 
and Moses went up into the mountain of 
God. To the elders he had said, "Wait 
here for us, until we come to you again; 
for Aaron and Hur are with you; 
whoever has a dispute may go to them."



Then Moses went up on the mountain, and 
the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of 
the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the 
cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh 
day he called to Moses out of the cloud. Now 
the appearance of the glory of the LORD was 
like a devouring fire on the top of the 
mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 
Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the 
mountain. Moses was on the mountain for 
forty days and forty nights.



New Testament 
Epistle Reading

2 Peter 1:16-21
Donna Saxton



For we did not follow cleverly devised 
myths when we made known to you the 

power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his 

majesty. For he received honor and glory 
from God the Father when that voice was 

conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, 
saying, "This is my Son, my Beloved, with 
whom I am well pleased." We ourselves 

heard this voice come from heaven, while 
we were with him on the holy mountain.



So we have the prophetic message more 
fully confirmed. You will do well to be 

attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a 
dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts. First of 

all you must understand this, that no 
prophecy of scripture is a matter of one's 
own interpretation, because no prophecy 
ever came by human will, but men and 
women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke 

from God.



Gospel Reading

Matthew 17:1-9
(Dr. Mann) 



Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter 
and James and his brother John and led 

them up a high mountain, by themselves. 
And he was transfigured before them, 
and his face shone like the sun, and his 

clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly 
there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, 

talking with him. Then Peter said to 
Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here; if 

you wish, I will make three dwellings 
here, one for you, one for Moses, and one 

for Elijah."



While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright 
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a 

voice said, "This is my Son, the Beloved; with 
him I am well pleased; listen to him!" When the 
disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and 

were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and 
touched them, saying, "Get up and do not be 

afraid." And when they looked up, they saw no 
one except Jesus himself alone. As they were 

coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, 
"Tell no one about the vision until after the Son 

of Man has been raised from the dead."



Sermon 
"From the 
Mountaintop"

Rev. Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann





Responding Hymn

Spirit of God, 
Descend upon 

My Heart

NCH 290



Spirit of God, descend upon my heart;
wean it from earth, through all its pulses move;
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as you are,
and make me love thee as I ought to love.

I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies,
no sudden rending of the veil of clay,
No angel visitant, no opening skies;
but take the dimness of my soul away.



Have you not bid us love you every way?
All, all your own; 
soul, heart, and strength, and mind;
I see your cross - there teach my heart to stay:
O let me seek you, and O let me find.

Teach me to feel that you are always nigh;
teach me the struggles of the soul to bear,
To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh;
teach me the patience of unanswered prayer.



Teach me to love you as your angels love,
one holy passion filling all my frame;
The baptism of the heaven-descended dove,
my heart an altar, and your love the flame.



Prayers of the People  
Joys and Concerns

As we share, conclude with “Lord in Your Mercy”

Congregational response: “Hear our prayer”



The Lords Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven

Hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done

On earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread

And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen



Invitation to the Offering



Offertory

Offertory Music
(Sandy Gunn)



Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above the heavenly hosts
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost
Amen



God of Awe and Glory, 
receive these gifts as symbols of our trust in you. 
Bless the givers and those who desired to give. 
Multiply these offerings 
and the blessings they represent. 
Guide the disbursement of them 
according to your will. 
These things we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication - Unison



Singing into Mission

Every Time I Feel the Spirit
NCH 282



Every Time I Feel the Spirit

(Refrain)Every time I feel the Spirit
moving in my heart I will pray.
Yes, every time I feel the Spirit
moving in my heart I will pray.

Upon the mountain my God spoke,
out of God's mouth came fire and smoke.
Looked all around me; it looked so fine,

I asked my God if all were mine. 



(Refrain)Every time I feel the Spirit
moving in my heart I will pray.
Yes, every time I feel the Spirit
moving in my heart I will pray.

Oh, Jordan river, chilly and cold,
it chills the body, but not the soul.

There's only one train on this track;
it runs to heaven, then right back. 

[Repeat Refrain]



Benediction



Postlude 
The Mighty Carillon

(Wayne Howell)
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